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Greetings brothers and 
sisters, it’s me Marcore, 

8 long years is enough for 
hibernation. This year will 
be the busiest year for me 
as I’m scheduled to depart 
mid next year and going back 
to Philippines is all I am 
waiting for. Preparing the 
scene to be aware of the 
written zine here in Dubai, 
and hopefully doing records 
and releasing demo or ep for 
my bands are some of my target 
this year. Nevertheless, I 
just want to welcome you guys 
to.my 4th issue of CONFRONT 
ZINE. It took me Several years 
before I manage to do and 
finish another issue. This 
issue is far from the last 
issue where I don’t include 
music and zine reviews, this 
is totally full package of 
what ‘I want for a zine and I 
hope you guys enjoy reading 
this piece. 


I will take this opportunity 
to thanks several 
personalities. who inspired, 
influenced and encouraged 

me to put another issue of 

my long hiatus zine. Hugs 

and Kisses to my wife for 
untiring effort, support and 
understanding, my Son-for 
inspiration, salute to you 
brother, Lester “Tenga” for 
the very awesome artwork, 
Gyand Arreglo for the layout 
and finishing- touches, my 
bandmates from SAKIT SISTEMA, 
CRITICOS DE LA MUERTE, VICTORY 
IN DEFEAT and COMA MIERDA, 
those who submitted their 
contributions, Emmanuel Jasmin 
(Delusion of Terror Records) , 


ickson, Eliz KJ, Kimm1 
Bea prado, Chung Bandido, 
Bas Umali and Rodel Romero, 
AARRGGHH KOLEKTIB krew (TO 
many to mention), Moonstomper 
DxB, Makina Works, Red Alarm, 
JMC and to all who continue 
to provide a quality show 
in Dubai. The bands that I 
interview with, GASTI, SCUMBY, 
MIGRANTE, HANGAL , REALIDAD 
& SAMAD thanks for on time 
submission of response. ; The 
lovely couple Nicolas and 
Luna, Karam, Tex Rat, Angry 
Farmers and the rest of the 
gang from Lebanon, those whom 
I met from the streets and ae 
those who offer and share wit 
me booze and other stuffs. 
Cheers to everyone! 


Reminders to everyone; there 
are no human beings, animals 
or emotions harmed while ae 
making this zine. If you fin 
this issue not your type, 
kindly share or handover it 
to others. Contribution and 
Trades are*very much welcome , 
buying or donating a bux for 
this zine will help me print 
more copies so don’t hesitate. 
Feel free to contact me if 
you have any clarifications, 
inquiries, comments. or 


suggestion. u 


Address in Philippines: _ 
Block 7, Lot 19, Phase 2, Estrella 
Homes 4, Brgy. Toclong, Kawit 
Cavite 


Address in Dubai: 
Contact me thru email or facebook 


DUBAI SCENE REPORT 


By: Eliz 


Over the years of attending and being part of organizing Dubai punk 
hardcore/metal underground shows, I manage to make my own scene 
report to at least expose those bands that played over the years 
and been part of the DIY undying scene. 


There are so many to remember since Dubai is a hub for work and 
most people particularly Filipino living here where so busy and 
doesn’t much have time for something related to the scene. 

But punk and hardcore music are part of our daily lives, so we 
wanted to have an outlet so to speak. During our spare time. 


Well this is-a crappy scene report and years of supporting shows. 


Some of the underground gigs happened over the years are; 
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Humid Fest is a saga of. AARRGGHH Kolektib (D.I.Y in’ yah face 
Collective in. Dubai) run by bunch of punk and crusty OFW. It 
happened during the hottest weather in Dubai around 50 fucking 
degree'in which no one really wants to go outside because it’s 
really fucking hot. 


Bands that played like: 


DEVASTATORY - All Filipino Brutal Death Metal band which started 
a few years: back now and they were able to release one track of 
their original recording a years ago. 


ge 

PROJECT SKULL FUCK — (Grind Power Violence) They are the first 
one I would say who brought this style of music and been consistent 
over the years. 


RAGASA — Jakos and some of the members from PSF played angry harsh 
thrash hardcore metal. 


BESET- Straight forward old school Thrash Crossover metal band from 
Abu DhabiU.A.E, they often travelled to Dubai to support the scene. 


HEMAPHOBIC SPLATTER- First time I heard this band, it immediately 
amazed me, ‘and they played raw goregrind. Their Vox used effects 
for his mic which encourage you of kicking someone else ass. They 
also released their EP https://hemaphobicsplatter.bandcamp.com/ 
releases 


COMA MIERDA — We originally called them as Manhunt then. They 
eventually changed their name to Spanish word which means EAT SHIT. 
They played Hardcore Punk with a touch of D-beat tunes. 


In 2016 AARRGGHH. organized Towards Inevitable Ruin where DEFILED, 
a Japanese Thrash/Death Metal from Tokyo visited U-A.E. and they 
were able to put up a show in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. 


The following month, French grinders came to U.A.E for 2 shows, 
MOSH PIG “The Grinders Delight Experience” was an event which 
catered 2 legs - Dubai and Abu Dhabi where they considered a most 
memorable moment of their life as a touring band. First day is in 
Abu Dhabi, which I am not able to attend due to work schedule and 
because of the family that I need to take care first. But salute to 
the crew as they managed to put up a DIY show in another Emirates 
which needs a lot of work preparation. Imagine you have to travel 
from Dubai to Abu Dhabi around 160km, to set up a D.I.Y shows 
without any commercial or corporate sponsors and which only depends 
from the crowd.who shall support the shows. 


Aside from the usual bands that 
will show up to the events of 
AARRGGHH Kolektib, some of them 
are SURGE, skate punkrock band, 
later change their name to DRINK 
AND DRIVE, skate punk heavily 
influenced by Face to Face and 
MXPX. 


SAKIT SISTEMA -members from Coma Mierda, Cynthia Luster, Hemaphobic 
Splatter); formed swedish style of raw punk hardcore. They were able to release 
their EP titled MODERN DAY SLAVERY, check out at https://sakitsistema. 
bandcamp.com/album/modern-day-slavery. 


On December 07, 2016, AARRGGHH organized 3 days show in Dubai alone for the 
Japanse Grindcore band CORBATA. Since the last show from Abu Dhabi come up 
with a very few audience. They decided to make it all in Dubai. 

Well, CORBATA was not new in Dubai,. this is their second time to play in 
Dubai after their succesfull October 2015 show together with the French 
Grindcore band Department of Correction. 

Along side are bands like Maticrust (Grind / Crustcore) Cynthia Luster 
(Japcore / Fast Core). Sociedad Deshumanizada (Noise Core / Grind Noise) 
Devastatory (Death / Grind ) Gates Of Gomorrah (Progressive / Groove / 
Death Metal) Project Skvll Fvck (Power Violence ) Stronger Than All (Metal / 
Hardcore ) Manhunt (D-Beat / Crust), RAJM (Rock / Metal), In Times of Despair 
(Progressive Metalcore), Drasbor (Alternative Rock Heavy / Experimental), 
Insekta }(Alternative Metal / Experimental) DeADmockracy (Metal), Militant 
Poetry (Rap Metal), Tyranny Rising (Metal) and Verdict (Metal) .. 

There are more bands that came from Abu Dhabi though I was not able to go 
there to see them. One of them is Thrash Metal. band BESET. 


Following few months later on March 2017, AARRGGHH Kolektib started a 

new journey setting up shows for International bands and it was a lot of 
challenges for the crew since it’s a collective effort and to organize this 
kind.of gig in Dubai was really tough with the restriction of the laws and 
permit proceedings and formalities. 


On March 2017, AARRGGHH Kolektib brings Defeated. Sanity, a Brutal 
Death Metal band from Germany. It was the start of the year where’ more 
International bands will be organize by the different productions and 
AARRGGHH as well. ; 


They have stayed only on the. DIY ethics of the undergournd and. originally 
intended to organize show for fun and continue’ the connection within the 
different groups and community scene. 


The gig was one hell of the night and the venue was jam pack, Defeated Sanity 
was,intense and all -the members are very cool guy. I remember when we walk 
around; Dubai before the show and they where all excited to play. 


MIGRANTE INTIE 


Greetings brothers from CONFRONT ZINE. 
Allow me and my zine to introduce your band MIGRANTE to.our readers, kindly 
answer the following questions: 


1. When and Where did you guys formed your band? 

We started jammin around Q3 of 2017 if I’m not mistaken. 

Aarrgghh production gave us the chance to join the-fun and play on the stage 
as a group. 

Is there any particular influences for MIGRANTE? 

It is honestly a mixture of influences but the common ground for each- and every 
one of us is~punk music. 


2. How did you guys came up with the band name MIGRANTE? Anyone from the band 
is a member of that leftist group? I (Rodel) used to be a member of LFS (League 
of Filipino Students) during my college days. But the name of the band doesn’t 
have to do anything with the movement. It is basically about us, you can say 
migrating into a foreign land looking for greener. pastures. 


3. Did you guys share the same type of music influences or just want to play 
straightforward hardcore type of songs? Initially, we were trying to play 
music that was kinda common to us (Ramones, AgnosticFront, Earth Crisis, VOD, 
Madball, Sickofitall, etc.) till we met Tracy our drummer now who was more, 
into strife, we ended doing a few covers of their songs which we really love 
playing. 


4. Tell us some’ short stories about the experiences of the band here in Dubai, 
whose member spent most of his time for the band? Do you guys meet regularly? 
Honestly, we barely have the time to hang out.with each other, we have a day 
job that is taking most of our time and weekends is mostly family day. But we 
try to when time permits. 


5. Does any of you guys have family members who dislike your band/lifestyle? 
And why? Luckily they were very supportive of what we do, and I am proud to 
say that the circle of friends/crew that we have right now are more decent, 
accommodating and respectful than the people you see wearing suits. 


6. Anyone from Migrante is a drunk ass mofos or straight, edge? Vodka or 
Whiskey? I think no one in our group is a straight edge. Most of us drink and 
smoke. No preference with liquor, the more it fucks you up the better. I ama 
vegetarian (if you know what I mean...evil grin) 


7. Does MIGRANTE plan to release any records/split? 
Right now we only have 2 originals that we play, which is basically a remake 
of the songs I did with my old bands in the Philippines. Hopefully, we’1l get 
the: chance to come up with a few more and record it. 


8. Aside from being in a band, which field of job you guys had in U.A.E? 
Lloyd (Guitar) is a full-time diver, Tracy (Drummer) Graphic Designer, Bob 
(Bassist) Contracting works, Ian (Guitar) used to work in a hotel as a 
receptionist, and me (Vox) Construction company. 


9. Are there any future plans of touring other parts of the Middle East such 
as GCC countries? We are open to possibilities. 

Any plan of touring the Philippines? I hope there will be a time» that we can 
all plan a schedule and go on vacation all together. en 


10. Shane some ideas about being MIGRANTE and where we can always find you guys? 
For me personally, I want to keep it low, I want to stick in the underground 
scene and avoid having any FB account for the band or what not. We just enjoy 
playing!in the local scene. You. can find us where Aarrgghh and DXBMS is. 


1% Any ‘inspirational words from you: guys, use this part as your shout outs to 
all’ of us who was supportive of your band, send us any links and FB page or 
whatsoever contact information. 


by Stith, Chef Guyand 


(Vegan) Lemon Rice recipe: 

normal garlic fried rice then put turmeric powder 
(for coloring) and 1/4 cup lemon juice (depends 
on how many rice and your taste) salt n pepa! 
disclaimer: addictive 


To welcome the year of 2018, we were able to put up again another. shows which 
cater more widely the scene which we really dig in too. The main vision is 
to organize a show focused in punk hardcore. Bands who participated are SAKIT 
SISTEMA, SKAMDOLLS (All Filipino Ska Punk in Dubai), BATALLION 13 (Al1 Filipino 
skinhead/0i band in Dubai) MIGRANTE , (AlL Filipino, NY style HC) heavily 
influenced. by Agnostic Front and Madball, OUTSIDERS (Three piece, oldskul 
inspired punkrock) ; I even remember them playing some songs from THE CLASH, 
DRINK AND DRIVE. formerly known as SURGE, a power pop punk band trio and they 
were pretty fast and melodic. CAMEL AND FRIENDS was 4 bang sharing their pop 
punk hits doing covers like NFG, Blink 182 and the likes. After this still, 
friends from MOONSTOMPER production and the crew still manage to organized 
another 2 consecutive shows, March attacks and Suburban Break Out spearheaded 
by Owgz and his circle of friends, supporting bands are SKAMDOLLS , MIGRANTE, 
GRANAT 18 (formerly known as BATALLION 13), WALK-IN, COMA MIERDA, DRUNK MOFOS, 
CAMEL AND FRIENDS, THE UNDECIDEDS (Punk Rock) and the BOOGER & MILKCRISPIES 
(Pop Punk/Rock) - Part of the proceeds from. the show was donated to the Food 
Not.Bombs in the Philippines and to those comrades in Dubai whose papers are 
in. process for their homecoming to Philippines. 


More and More shows to come and that is AARRGGHH KOLEKTIB D.1.Y ALL THE WAY. 
HARDCORE PUNK WORLDWIDE!!! 


p.S. Thanks +o Moonstomper Crew and to all the brothers and sisters who 
supported us in anyways. Cheers! 


act 2 maid F cue 


(Story of being away from home) 


After more than five years of being away from the land where I usually do 
whatever I want and where I usually end up being drunk most of the time. I found 
myself far from the real struggles of which some already overcome. 


Being assigned in the GCC country and was tasked to assist our fellow Filipinos 
abroad are much more of the struggle I couldn’t even imagine. The challenge 
of being alone, sometimes with no rest at all. The experienced of having a 
growth from family and friends and when you found yourself being taken care 
of by other people whose real name-you even forgot to asked. Living the life 
of working more than eight hours and yet it seems not enough but there is no 
more you could ask. 


Sharing, extending your hands to those people who think they are not being 
remembened. Fighting for what you think is right over the capacity adding the 
limitations and being under the governing laws of other country. It seems 
unnatural for a person to let go of the chances if its really available. 
Satisfying the expectations and exceeding the ceiling of you being appreciative 
up to the smallest particles of success. 


Meeting; when you found the most precious people that deserved more than your 
attention. Being with them during your spare time is like hours are very slow 
and just pure fun. Forgetting the problems of the past and facing the current 
issues as if there is no sun to come. Celebrating the culture and character 
build from the common desire of having a life less miserable and with self 
full control. 


Surviving, allowing one self to just let it go though some. stop with caution. 
Distributing the effort to lessen the burden: of everyone. Making the circle 
of friends more comfortable with each other and be more than a family. Demand 
and supply are met with volunteerism that results -to success is an achievement 
that most of the time end up of having a party. 


Living,' the life as if there is no tomorrow. Loving more than you being loved 
by others. Sometimes important is just a secondary and you end up with things 
we can call priorities. Urgency is necessary as to avoid any: delays but to 
handle. carefully so there is no spoilage. The scene if we can call it ours are 
far from the reality that we wish we could stand tall. But the way we fulfill 
it is a satisfaction rather than a reward. The D.1I.Y punk hardcore scene is on 
its way to the battle-neck of support and passion of all those who treated this 
as. an real life experience rather than, an outlet and stress reliever. 


(Contributed by KJ of Cynthia Luster) 


PSF - Project Skull Fvck Is a 
concept project developed through 
thorough despise and resentment of 
what?s happening with the current 
DIY Hardcore Punk scene that I, 
Kantutanoid is experiencing since 
I parted ways with my old outfits 
in the PilipinAss Hardcore Punk ; 
scene to find greener pastures in Y eer 
the Desert. Finding ways to achieve xX PROJECT, SKVLL FVCK 
a new life in the desert, since I ¥ 

can’t get a hold of work due to " 
my criminal record, I discovered that there is a small fraction of true DIY 
spirited individuals within the sandy sea of Black Metal Rock stars, show 
bands, Pseudo post hardcore, Upaw-upaw Nu Djent Mental and yes Rockstarshit. 
Dedicated to the Pleasurable ruin of phonies through the strength of 
POWERVIOLENCE & the true D.1.Y. spirit. P.S.F. was formed of sheer necessity 
of Destroying these evil.. Through vulgar expressions and raw unadulterated no 
holds barred in your face knuckledusters. DIY Hardcore Punk Justice fighters 
till the end. 


HEMAPHOBIC SPLATTER - Hemaphobic Splatter is a 
two piece goregrind unit from Dubai, UAE. Members 
of Catalepsis, Devastatory and Cranial Spew. Kris 
is on vocals and drums program while Jayson X 

is on guitars and bass. Demo is on the way stay 
tuned. Send love to : kris_arsehole@yahoo.com. or 
kramkitup9@gmail.com 


MANHUNT (Now known as COMA MIERDA) - is a 
PINOY “D-Beat Hardcore Punk” band which is now 
based in UAE. Formed in the middle (summer) of 
2015, Manhunt will just play their first ever 
live performance on Department of Correction 
UAE Tour this October 2015. Members also play/ 
played in VEX, Strongwill, Destruction of 
Trust.. Their planning to cover songs from 
their influences such as Severed. Head of 

State, Integrity and R.A.M.B.O, this band is 
experimenting some sounds like they can’t ever 
imagine. They also prepared some originals that 
soon to be recorded as their demo. Lyrics with a touch of anarcho and socio- 
political issues. are at their veins. 4 


Members are: Marco Flores - Vox, Bigle De Leon - Guitar, Wendell Villarosa - Bass, Jayson 
“Tets” Villanueva - Drums / Former members: Kenneth Azucena - Bass, RA Capili - Drums 


DEVASTATORY - Dubai based DEVASTATORY was formed in 
early 2010. (Previous line-up) Jayson on. guitar/ 
Jomar on drums/ and Jantzen on bass & vocals. The 
band music & lyrics are pertaining from war, brutal 
killings and horror. 

After: generating/making few materials and performing 
live, the band had decided to rest for a while and 
focus in some other stuffs. After a long long time 
of being quiet, Jayson & Jantzen decided to play 
again. They recruited Glenn Paul to play on drums to 
complete the line-up! https://www.facebook.com/pages/ 
Devastatory/12473926757925 


CYNTHIA LUSTER is an OFW crust punk band 
formed in late 2013 in Dubai. 

Band members originally came from different 
punk,HC and Ska bands, bonding over a common 
interest for early 90’s Japanese crust and 
DISCHARGE. A cover of “Man Denied (Women 
Delayed)' can be downloaded digitally in the 
“Punk against Cancer” compilation released by 
Gaca, a zZinemaker based in Serbia.https:// 
beokay .bandcamp.com/album/our-fight-is- 
continued. . 

Kindly support! https://www.facebook.com/cynthia.luster.739 


SOCIEDAD DESHUMANIZADA - Noisecore/Grind core 
project. in Dubai - “it’s about time to smash some 
posers in this pathetic scene. A big thank you to 
my brother Janez Petrovic for his brilliant art 
love u man. will be workin on the demo once I get 
back from my holidays”. - TAREK 


“We are a 3rd world country band from Tunisia and 
the Philippines. Our lyrics are talking about 
socio political issues anti religion, anarchism, 
fuck your scene crap, animal and human liberation, pissing and provocative 
lyrics we don’t belong to any scene just fuck off to posers and to this 
scene! * — Tarek 


PUNIC KITCHEN 


bY Shithy Chef Guyand 


Panshit Canton 2.0: 
3 Pack of your favorite pansit canton add your 
favorite greens! and wallah!! you got yourself 


some budget friendly savory meal. (serves 2) 


Philippines: 


THOUGHT (Cebu) Band Profile c/o Weigner - It was about a year since Mark, 
Kyle, and I stepped in for a studio practice. This was to reminisce the 
abrupt end of our last band together. We played hardcore punk. We had some 
unreleased songs that we weren’t able to put out on record and that was what 
we jam that night. After the session, ‘we glanced at each other, and almost 
unanimously smiled-in content and were convinced we still have infatuations 
to. that particular sound. The glory days of Champion, Comeback Kid, came back 
to us in an instant. We knew we had to get together in some form or another 
to play these songs again. 


Without hesitation, Mark asked Bax to come in as second guitar for us. And it 
was a good fit since Bax is in another band called Crooked who was also into 
that type of sound. 


Gray was an obvious, choice. Her husky voice was perfect and could handle a, 
hint of melody; a powerful voice from a small package. Less than a year ago 
she was with NO!; a short-lived band that focused on short, fast, hardcore 
punk. Now she is looking for another group; timing could not be more perfect. 
June 2013 Cebu City, Philippines - The idea was to start a band to encourage 
critical thinking rather than the acceptance to preconceived notions of the 
traditional mindset. To look past beyond what is in front and be curious to 
what lies behind. Cheesy? Perhaps. But that’s vision for the band. Not to 
force feed a belief but to encourage, to share, to influence. 


We are Thought. Four regular guys and a gal-with day jobs; who on some ‘ 
weekends rampage on stage. to some good old fun hardcore. http://thoughtph. 
bandcamp.com/ 

I remember when we walk around Dubai before the show and they where all 
excited to play. 


PROHIBITION AND 
iL STATUS 


SOCIA 


by Kimmi Del Prado 


Senator Enrile recently admitted in public that 
he uses “marijuana oil” to reduce tension. 


First, we were overwhelmed by House Speaker 
Gloria Arroyo’s confession that she used 
cannabis (patches) for pain management - in 
countries where it was legal. 


Yeah, sure. 


Yes, she; did have a debilitating medical 
condition back then. Remember her. wheelchair 
and neck brace? Could it be that marijuana was 
her gateway to speedy recovery? Only she and 
her: doctors can say. 3 


Now’ we have Senator Enrile admitting that he 
too uses marijuana, this time in oil form to 
relieve tension, “brought to Manila by my 
daughter from California.” is what he was 
quoted saying. 


Wow! Good |thing it went through customs. What a 
great privilege to be able to bring in illegal 
substances in the country. Very commendable 
privilege: 


Fine time;to be alive! (00 


Though their. intentions (may) mean well, this 
pose some!questions. 


It’s no brainer that “medical marijuana” or 
“medical €annabis” to the conservatives is a 
hot. trending topic, especially when backed by 
the president. 


Remember DU30 saying he “will not deprive the 
Filipino people of its benefits” and that he 
uses it to keep him awake? Joke or not, doesn’t 
matter anymore. 


So why is it only now that these two, GMA and 
Enrile surfaced? And why is it not impossible 
for others to do the same. To ride on this 
issue - strike while the iron is hot is what 
they always say. 


Election and campaign period, hello (J 

Anyways We all know that the campaign for 
“medcan” Clearly says it’s only for debilitating 
medical conditions. Sick and dying. 


Yeah GMA is qualified, and she’ didn’t break any 


} 


law as she said she used cannabis patches where 
it was legal 


And now Enrile, without thinking twice about 
possible backlash, admitted to have sneaked 
in “marijuana oil” from California for his 
“tension”. 


Does he have a debilitating medical condition? 
Or is he one among the multitude of marijuana 
believers who. think that cannabis shouldn’t 
be a last resort and is not only for life 
threatening debilitating medical conditions? 


While Enrile doesn’t look like he will be held 
accountable for using an illegal substance, 
this should make you think about privilege and 
power. 


We as advocates of just and inclusive drug 
reforms should be the watchdogs of the advocacy. 


" We all know that: 


+ Marijuana should not be»limited to the sick 
and dying, as we believe that it should be 
considered first line of defense. Also, that 
there’s a fine line cpmees prevention and 
cure. 

- It’s unfair to think that Mia same plant that 
we advocate for patients to use is the same 
plant that puts people in jail. 

- And.the same plant that puts people in jail 
is the same plant that big corporations and 
influential people will profit from. 


Let’s not easily fall in to that “whatever 
works” approach. Let’s not hand the advocacy to 
these people on a silver platter. 


Think about this, the pioneers of the marijuana 
“industry” in the underground culture who 
live in hiding for their security will likely 
be left out when all. these “experts” and 
“professionals” step in. 


And only until we make the message clear-that: 
+ Compassion is not limited to the sick 

and opportunities are not limited to the 
powerful and influential 


That we can we say we have.won the battle. 


Good morning! 


-k 9:59am 02.07.19 


GASTI INTIE 


Whats up brothers... 


This short Q&A will be published soon by yours truly 
for CONFRONT ZINE no. 4 


1. I saw you guys only during your jamming sessions/ 
practice and you gave me a reason to expect more. How 
did you guys come up with the band GASTI? 

Eliz: Hi marcore this is eliz it was already GASTI 
when I join the band if im not mistaken. Gasti, it 
was all sort of fun deriving the name of the band 
nothing serious about it as I know the: bassist Casvir 
is the well known hard (gasti) 24/7 u know what I 
mean hahah... 


2. Why name the band GASTI? Did all of you guys. experience that all time even at 
your set/gig?? 4 

Eliz: Haha you can ask that to our bassist haha he has a lot of experience about it. 
kidding aside GASTI as the opposite word in tagalog Tigas or hard you have to live 
hard in the UAE all the time that’s what I felt.about it. 


3. How many. members involved for making this band a little worth of the time? 

Eliz: Originally, Gasti was formed beginning of this year 2018, due to lack /of 
time were unable to meet up for practice the life work and balance here is really 
difficult just to be together and put a music or at-least a practice once in a 
while,well we form this band because we have althou we have different taste of music 
we believe in the same diy ethics and we love to be punk and outcast. 


4. Share us something about GASTI, who most of-the time brought beers during ‘the 
practice and where did you guys hang out during spare time. ; 
Eliz: Every time there’s a.free time. surely it will be a drinking session while 
listening to music talking about our daily life here, we hang out and drink mostly 
in house who:ever has free space to hang out because drinking is very expensive in 
dubai and Some.a lot of places are prohibited to drink ,there is one hang out-we 
always go it’s a underground chinse resto where they allowed us to drink 

illegally us I know and we called that place intsikan 

John: We’re basically drunk mofos who don’t take life seriously. We’re just having 
fun. ; 
5. Line of Job and where did you 
get inspired for allowing this 
to happen & why? 

John: We’re coming from different 
line of work. From Sales, F&B, 
Logistics to Graphic Designs 
(wiw I’m englisher). We all-have 
our own. shenanigans outside 
work but whenever we have free 
time, we make sure to get into 
the studio and jam. We are: fan 
from home (Pinas) and this is’ 
one way to forget the serious 
sidé of glife dnd let out: cals 
our frustrations and emotions 
through this. 


6. Anyone from GASTI is a vegetarian/vegan, or drunk mofos?or what.is the preferred 
place and food for you guys?? 

John: Our frontman and drummer (Eliz and Nelson) are into vege I believe, but. not 
yet full pledge. We are all still drunk mofos but we try to eat healthy when we can. 
And get drunk again haha. Intsikan is the place to be! 


7. Share some informations about your upcoming projects/records? 

John: We debuted as one of the supporting bands for While City Burns (Japan Oldschool 
Grindcore) under Aarrgghh Kolektib (Dubai). Then we got invited for a year ender 
(2018) set under the production of our good friend Dioms (Skullcrusher). We’re gonna 
focus in recording our 8 tracks for a Live Demo and eventually create more songs and 
get drunk of course. 


8. Do you guys wants to play outside the Philippines? If given a chance, any 
preferred countries? 

John: GASTI was formed in Dubai UAE. So if given 'a chance, we would like to play 
shows in/Philippines and Japan! 


9. I saw many times your very playful drummer and that he is very accommodating, is 
he a former priest/sakristan? Or just tired? 

John: Nelson can be a one-man band. He can play all the instruments and take on 
vocals too. He just looks quiet and innocent. But don’t get deceived. He is the 
founder of MM’s dedebears and gadays incorporeted. He is a true Gastite coz he can 
“biyak” anyone’s pepe. Haha 

Eliz: Nelson the drummer boy he is.talented man and dedicated about his craft. 


10. To cut it short, send some refreshing words for all of us, those who wants to 
get intouch with the band. Share us any links and/or fb page or whatsoever contact 
information: : 

Eliz: Thank you marcore for the interview and continue what you are doing to drive 
the scene althou we are ES 

Far far away from home and we still doing this shit man ~ 

We don’tihave fb page man because everyone doing the same shit hahha we are happy to 


play infront of 20 plus people if we have time thanks for all the love stay true!! 
John: We don’t have FB page coz we don’t want to haha. They can just send a message 
through Aarrgghh Kolektib page. We want to play shows as much as possible only under 
Aarrggh Kolektib or any production that shares the same principles. 


Thank you. so much for being part of CONFRONT ZINE 4th issue and for giving~ time 
answering this short interview. Aarrgghh all the way! 


7 


HANGAL - Greetings: from the sand pit brothers. 
This ‘short Q&A will be published soon by yours truly for CONFRONT ZINE no. 4 


1. How and When did you guys form your band? Is there any particular influences for 
HANGAL? -(Ohmel) I have a friend, his name is Joseph from Paco Manila. He invited me 
to play bass. I said yes right away when he said that the other members are Wilmer 
(he looks like Ryan Agoncillo and I’m a big fan of Judy Ann Santos) and Som (he looks 
like Dennis Padilla and I have a boner for Marjorie and Julia Baretto). Influences? 
Fast music, Manny Pacquiao, Charice Pempengco and some beegees. (Som) I was asked 
by Seph to join Hangal in 2017. The whole idea is Infest-worship. But he later quit 
the band so-we decided to play. as a’3 piece Jollibee-core unit. No influence, just 
powerviolence fisting up in the ass. 


2. Why name the band HANGAL? Why not HINGAL which often happened after your set? - 
Hehehe, they named the band before they invited me. If they are willing to changed 
the band’s name and- they ask 
for my opinion. I will name 
the band XxASHARAPx. With a 
tongue logo of rolling stones 
licking, a bottle of red horse 
hehehe. (Som) I dont know: how 
Seph came up with that name. 
If I had.it my way 'I’d name us 
Masculados 3.0. We didn’t even 
bother changing the name when 
he quit. Hingal sounds lame 
for a band name. 


3. Did. you guys. share same 
type of musick influences. or 
just want to play fast and 
aggressive type of songs? - (Ohme)I think we all agree with infest, spazz, crossed 
out, despise you, in disgust, mitb, no comment, capitalist casualties etc. as our 
musical influences and we like our sound noisy fast and aggressive. (Wilmer). mhe: 
we love powerviolence, especially the 1st wave! Hangal just want to play fast and 
slow songs just*a traditional powerviolence! (Som) I’d like to think that we have 
different tastes but have a common interest in intense, skull-crushing hyms. 


4. Tell us some short stories behind the scene of HANGAL, who most of the time have 
no time to practice? Who often use. an excuse of having a date? - (Ohmel) Hehehe, 
were just human who needs to get laid 8x a week. We usually set practice on Som’s 
day off which is Saturday. (Som) I don’t practice because Josh Martin (guitarist of 
Anal Cunt) is my spirit animal. I make the craziest excuse just to avoid being in a 
rehearsal space with these. weirdos. \ 


5. Does any of you guys have mistress? And why? - (Ohmel) Hehehe, next question. Sex 
or chocolate? Sex with chocolate. I wish I have, Like Julia Baretto or Liza soberano 
hehehe, seriously I dont have. Because I’m not that kind of boy. I love my wife. Oh 
yeahhh.... be ready tonight baby. I have.a surprise for you. Angry Birdbox. (Wilmer) 
mhe: omel and i are. both married, som is in a relationship. But-we’like window 
shopping. (Som) I am not yet married so technically I’m out of the picture here. 


‘i 


6. Anyone from Hangal is a’ vegetarian/vegan. or what is the preferred diet for. you 
guys? - (Ohmel) Hehehe, we eat all kinds of food. We also eat p_s__. Hehehe its 
pasta my friend. (Som) I love food. I eat meat and vegetables. Not much fruits. Bikol 


express, menudo, crispy.pata, pakbet, inihaw, pancit canton, lechon, sisig, nilaga, 
siomai, chopseuy, lomi,. burgers and fries, dinuguan, kare-kare, salads, spaghetti,) 
carbonara, bulalo, munggo, etc.: Ahh-sharap! 


7. Does HANGAL release any projects/records? - (Ohmel) Yes. Were planning to release 
a:demo tape. And a split. I hope it will push through. (Som)We have an upcoming tape 
to be released by Delusion Of Terror and Get Up And Go. Currently we are writing new 
tunes but have no plans of recording yet. 


8. Aside from being in a band; what mostly kill your time? - (Ohmel) I have a tables 
and chairs rental business. Pisonet manager and janitor. Pancit canton short order 
chef. Cigarette pusher. Small time bigas retailer and all around bum in my free 
time. Playing basketball and running on a thread mill as my way of exercise. Watching 
documentaries on pornhub and XXX. hehehe!!! (Wilmer) Window Shopping on our favorite 
porn site! (Som): I am a corporate slave so this takes half of my life. Once a year 
my girlfriend and I travel here in the Philippines. Also, I love collecting records, 
watching movies and TV, and stay up late to play video games. 


9. Is there any future plans of touring other part of the Philippines such like 
Visayas and Mindanao tour? Any foreign tour plan? - (Ohmel) That would be nice hehehe 
but I think its not possible by now. Time and financially speaking. (Som) I’d like 
to use touring as an excuse to travel to different parts of the Philippines and maybe 
the world. So far, we haven’t planned anything. Hahaha... 


10. Share some ideas about being HANGAL 
and where we can always find you guys? - 
(Ohmel) Hehehe, I have to blame joseph 
for the bands name. He should name our 
band supercooldudes or sexyhotpapas. Being 
HANGAL is life. Going to gigs. Got drunk 
with friends. Have fun. Shout “jakol” in 
aurora blvd. On top of your, lungs. Damnnn. 
I love it. (Wilmer) youSean hit up us @ 
xsharpxedgex@yahoo.com 


11. Any words of wisdoms from you guys, 
use this part as your invitation to all of 
us who was curious about your band, send 
us any links and fb page pr whatsoever 
contact informations. - (Ohmel) Thanks 
for the awesome questions. Sorry for the 
ridiculous answers hehehe -HANGAL in the 
mothafuckin house. Yes we need a lot of 
practice. Thanks Marcore and CONFRONT 
ZINE. Keep it up. Mabuhay powerviolence. 
Play -fast® CORD. a yeah just i keep it 
lightning fast. (Wilmer) play fast die 
slow! powerviolence forever! (Som)- Just 
google Manny .Paquiao or Jake Zyrus_ and 
you’11 know what’s up. You can check out 
our stuff at hangalpv.bandcamp.com 


Thank you so'much for sharing your precious 
time answering this short interview. Play 
Fast or Die!!! 


TALKXHIT - Issue no. 2 

44pages, half-size 

Talkxhit23@gmail.com 

351 San Vicente Mexico, Pampanga, Philippines 


Ohh I miss 2 old issue of my. zine Confront as I’m 
browsing every pages of this cut and paste black 
n white zine. Awesomely done by a guy named Josar 
Maniulit, you can feel the hardwork and effort this~ 
guy does to be able to release this 2nd issue. It 
consists of various band photos, articles, reviews 
and. scene reports.~Interview with the bands and 
zine maker such as RIOT -(Female fronted Punk Rock 
band from Baguio) , TRUTH THROUGH DEFIANCE (Hardcore 
from Isabela), ISTUKAS OVER DISNEYLAND (Punk Rock 
from Pampanga), FARSIGHT (Alternative / Punk. from 
Pampanga) ,\ BASTION OF RESISTANCE (Hardcore from 
Pampanga), SEED BISYO AND FRIENDS (Punk Rock from Pampanga), JAGKED POSSE. (Punk Rock from Pampanga) 
and SILT FANZINE (written and distributed by a good guy from northern 1luzon named NUL’ ROSARIO) . 
I would grab this opportunity to thanks John Ryan Mendiola of GASTI. / BASAG ULO for this copy. 
Well worth the read. 


AKLASAN - Issue no. 1 
37pages, half-size 
aklasanrecords.bigcartel.com 


Colored cover zine, clear and clean pages, the lay out 
is pretty well arrange but there are still spaces on 
every page in which the author can maximize. 


Nevertheless, the zine main focus is to’ let the world 
know -that the Philippine and the Filipino American 
punk, hardcore and oi! bands still exist and that it is 
very active in the U.S. 


This issue shares some articles, photos, scene report, 
experiences and band interview of Oi Hardcore Punk band 
“SIGNAL 3” (SN3). Short yet worthy of your time zine, 
Just. get a copy and spread the words. 


IN-CRUST WE TRUST - Issue no. 1 
22pages, half-size 


IcWT no. 1 is the one and only issue of Nathan before he 
departed from the punk scene and continue his own life through 
his beliefs. 


It was a nice issue as I was interviewed here as a representative 
for my grindcore band VEX. 


This-also includes 8 other bands as per the interview columns. 
Musick reviews are present as well as some band photos. This 
is short yet worth your time zine so please grab a copy at 
any chance. 


: ie \ EQUALIZING X DISTORT 
EQUALIZING x DISTORT ~ Vol. 9, Issue no. 2 =——— 

16pages, ‘whole-size 
equalizingXdistort@ciut.fm 
www.ciut. fm 


This is an extension of the weekly radio show heard 
on CIUT 89.5 FM every Sunday nights from 10:00pm ‘til 
midnight. 


The show dedicates itself to the underground hardcore 
punk scene., ExD features. an Interview with the bands 
BORED STIFF (boston hardcore punk/power violence), THE 
RESTARTS) (Street Punk) and DEATHCAGE (Aussie Hardcore 
Punk). There are tons of music reviews and show listings. 


IT believed that they can be viewed on the website in the 
contact. So please do it. 


EPISTAXIS - Issue no. 1.5 y 
24pages, half-size 


Surprised by the cover artwork and amused by the content inside. 


Bell-o Bitty 


I 


This issue I can say should be taken seriously and please do 
not waste your time not reading this piece. The sense-of humor 
and sarcasm was well combined that even me was confused on how 
I should start reviewing this. 


It contains interview of the band RIVOTHRILL (Sludge/Metal) , 
~ FISTULA -(Sludge/Metal) and PATAC RECORDS main man DAN (who 
also play in a band and do vocals for FISTULA). What makes ‘me 
more curious is the group biography of VIVA HOT BABES plus the 
reviews of their releases. man 
~ 
Plenty of music and zine reviews and it ends with the short 
biography of one of my inspiration Mr. Willy Garte, sadly to say 
he died during my 13th birthday celebration. Cheers and Thumbs 
up to the author. Go check this one out. 


MAXIMUM ROCKNROLL - Issue no. 41 


128pages, whole-size 
mrr@maximumrocknroll.com MAXIMU 
maximumrocknroll.com ‘ auGuST 2017, No.4 S499 
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What more could I ask for, MRR-nails it all the time. But this issue 
is something I should be proud of. 


Not only ibecause my band and circle of friends were mentioned in 
this issue, but mainly because this is all Pinoy Punk Issue. The 
contributors, artist, distributor and. the avid readers of this 
monthly magazine were the main reason why this piece continue to 
flourished through the years. Tons of articles, rants, \stories, 
scene reports, photos, music/zine and.movie reviews along with 
bands interviews are also present. 


Distro/Record Label, Info Shop’and Collective were also given space 
in this issue .so that they can be exposed worldwide. What I loved 
moSt/is» the contacts section which help you get connected to the 
most dedicated individuals/groups whose scene keeps it real d.i.y 


INAIYAHON UR 


way. Don’t be so’ sorry, just grab a copy. Share it with your friends DASABUSE | 
and loveones. 


April 28, 2018, in collaboration 
with GM Music Entertainment, as 


‘2 “i! Gio let they invited the Dutch Thrash/Death 

A A R 13 t |. fa Metal band Legion of the Dammed 

‘ oles) (me >) (me to play a show in Dubai. What the 

LZ ee = > ee tL fuck it was busy again for everyone 
li . 2 | Bb just after one month another big 

at S tl Bis ia K a . event from this mofos. Bands that 


— —m & —yP . . participated, Nervecell a death 
FRUSTRATIONS WORLDWIDE metal band from Dubai, they were 
well known in the metal scene in 
Dubai. I remember they were not be 
able to play that night. Verdict 
(Metal, UAE) played along with SAKIT SISTEMA (Swedish Raw Punk/Grind) and DELUBYO 
(Death Metal band). 


Then again, after 5 months of relaxing from serious body pain from moshing 
consecutively from past gigs. On September 25, 2017, another European Brutal Death 
Metal band KRAANIUM. visited us in Dubai. 


Another killer leg from Dubai, as AARRGGHH kolektib, put up again the show, being 
behind the successful shows are the most quite yet. busy and hardworking crew. 
However, this time they encountered some morons metal head who started to bash and 
throw some dirty words. Anyways, fuck it because we still managed to give a great 
shows bands participated are 

Sakit Sistema, Project Skvll Fvck (PSF), Suntukan, Drunk Mofos, Skullcrusher, Delubyo 
and Beset. 


On the next month, October 18, 2018, American Death Metal Band Devourment visited 
Dubai and this is one of the biggest forefronts in Brutal Death Metal came to Dubai 
and was organized by AARRGGHH Kolektib. 


On November 11, 2018, French Death Grind band BENIGHTED celebrated their Necrobreed 
Asian tour in Dubai. It was really hard for us as.a DIY organizer to put up a show 
in one week time as the venue manager cancelled our confirmed location for the event 
as the shameless piece of shit make some trash talking. and influenced the venue to, 
revoke their support to the crew. 


With one week to go without the venue, Erickson and the crew look for an immediate 
replacement venue. Luckily, we found a bar that would accommodate us and\it was big 
cheers for us that only mean no one can’ put a good show down. The event was success 
and it was an honor to bring Benighted alongside with our mainstay Dubai based band 
MIGRANTE (HARDCORE), PSF (POWERVIOLENCE), COMA MIERDA (D BEAT HC/CRUST) and SUNTUKAN 
(HARDCORE) . 


Nevertheless, the whole year of 2017 was tough and rough and it came to the point 
that we even want to take a break. With the help of the crew and because we never 
mind those none sense piece of shit, we are all happy and proud to cheers for more 
beers. 
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SAMAD 
-Qatar-Based-Hardcore-Metal-Punk 


This short Q&A will be published ‘soon by yours truly for CONFRONT ZINE no. 4 


1.Just watched you guys online and listening to the releases from your Bandcamp is all I 
can do for now. How did you guys come up with the band Samad and what is the most positive 
and negative experience of you guys being in band on a foreign land like Middle East? 


Answer: Samad was actually formed 10 years ago. It was previously an all-male Filipino 
band, whose original songs catered to most of their 
rock and metal influences. Valerie Isoreta initially 
joined during early 2012 to add heavier screams/growls 
for the band. Former vocalist Paolo dela Fuente left 
the band for good during 2013 hence. Valerie took over 
the sole vocals for Samad. With various line-ups and 
influences from current and past members, Samad did a 
lot of reinvention. with their original music» as time 
went by. At the moment, we are focused on the hardcore 
side of things. Of course we don’t mind other people 
still labeling us as Nu-metal./ metal band. We can’t 
control their opinions and such things 


We have been in the Middle East for a long time and still 
shocked to see so many ‘metalheads’. We had literally 
no idea about this before. It’s quite fascinating 
for us as music really connects people. If there’s a 
positive side, of course, there’s always a negative 
acceptance on this matter. A lot of people are still not open-minded and still doesn’t 
dig such-music genres considering it as ‘pure. noise’ and the ‘shitty’ type. The band 
has experienced performing in such crowds. in Qatar. only for the sound technician to mute 
Valerie’s microphone. Shit happened and it can be really degrading at times. 


2.Before we ask more personal opinions: and issues, can you introduce to us, the band 
members and their background? 


Answer: 


Samad is a 5-piece Filipino hardcore/metal band that currently resides in Doha, State 
of Qatar. : 
-The only sole original member of Samad is Alfred Dilan. He is known»to most of his 
families and friends at ‘Red’ or ‘Toto’. He is the Guitarist and .the sound engineer of 
the band. He is from QC. 

-Valerie Isoreta is our Vocalist who hails from the south — Batangas City, 

-Jheffrey Bilaw is our Bassist and is from Taguig. 

-Jeff Cedeno is also our Guitarist who is from Cavite. He was a previous member of a 
Filipino grindcore band called Censorshit. : 

-Bryan Magsigay is our current drummer and is from Rizal. 


3.What is the meaning behind the name Samad aside from literal meaning in Arabic and 
Visayan dialect? Who personally pick the band name? 


Answer: The band’s name was’ the idea of Red and Noy’z, our previous drummer who. has 
recorded the drum tracks from our 1st and 2nd EPs. Nothing really in particular about 
our band’s name-but it kind of fits and somehow makes sense since the band was formed 
in a Middle Eastern country. 


4.Can you guys name bands (be it foreign or local) that heavily inspired Samad a lot? 


Answer: Samad was mostly inspired by bands like Walls of Jericho, Wolf Down, Earth 
Crisis, Comeback Kid, Deftones, A Perfect Circle, Pinoy Hardcore Punk, Code Orange, 
VitaminX, NOFX, Black Flag, Pantera, Rancid, Misfits, Mad Ball and Bad Brains. We really 
have lots of musical influences but these are some to name a few. 


5.Share us something about Samad, how often you guys meet for the band knowing your all 
busy working? 


Answer: We meet up every month — for either catching up or for band practices. Our own 
jobs still remains our priority so in pure honesty, we really have few jam sessions but 
constantly gets in touch with one another. 


6.Can you tell us the line of job that sustains the living of yours in Qatar and how the 
band recorded their releases? Any record label at your place that supports bands such 
like Samad? 


Answer: Valerie works for an aviation company, Red for an advertising agency while our 
drummer Bryan works for a telecom company. Both Jeff and Jheffrey works for an auto/ 
parts supplier. 


Samad is currently not. signed to any 
record labels at the moment. Our album/ 
EP releases were all DIY. 


7.Anyone from SAMAD is a vegetarian/ 
vegan, or straight edge? Or what is the 
preferred place and food for you guys?? 


Answer: None — we are all carnivores! 
We eat anything and everything under 
the sun. Red tried being a vegan for 
a month but has plans.’to practice it 
again. 


8.Do you think having political lyrics 
in song writing are important . for 
making aggressive music? 


Answer:. We don’t. see any. issues with 
that. Most songwriters. are activists 
and we are not in a position to blame 
them for their own political views. We 
have our freedom of .speech and should 
remain that way. 


9.Do you guys want to play outside the 
Qatar? If given a chance, any preferred 
country/ies? 


Answer: We would fcking LOVE to especially in Aarrgghh Kolektib shows! We don’t- care 
where — we just want to play our songs. 


10. From ‘your own personal views, what is Hardcore Punk for you? Are there any other 
activities or actions that you guys share to the scene aside from being in a band? 


Answer: Some of our members dig Hardcore Punk. It is a way of living. It’s an expression 
of one’s self and staying true. From time to time our band organizes a DIY gig to which 
we invite other fellow bands in Qatar having rock, post-hardcore, metal/metalcore and ~ 
punk genres. It’s a great feeling to organize such small events and see how the other 
bands support and play their favorite songs, if not their originals. 


I think Samad is the first Filipino band in Qatar that has released an album/EP and we 
already consider that as an achievement although the exposure that we get here is still 
minimal. We want other aspiring bands to start creating BUCS own music as well. We want 
them to express themselves through their songs. 


11.Any other local bands in your place that you can share us? Any links and/or fb page 
or whatsoever contact information. 


Answer: Do check out Baron Grindsler and orUr Ne They are the side band projects of Red 
and Jeff. 


Baron Grindsler —_FB: https: / /www.facebook.com/onemangrind/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
Bandcamp: https: //barongrindsler.bandcamp.com/album/baron-grindsler-ep 


SPUTUM —_FB: https://ww.facebook.com/sputumdoha/ 
Bandcamp:‘ https://sputumdoha.bandcamp -com/album/sputum 
{ 


12.Last words from you guys, invite our readers to support and check out Samad. 
Answer: Thank you, Marcore and CONFRONT ZINE for this opportunity. We invite everyone 
to listen to our songs available in Bandcamp and follow/add us up in our Facebook and 
IG accounts. 
Facebook: https://www.tacebook.com/samadtugtugero 
Bandcamp: https: //samadqatar.bandcamp.com/album/stand-as-one-ep-2017 
Instagram: https: //ww.instagram.com/samadqatar/ 


Hails from CONFRONT ZINE, Aarrgghh all the way! 


Zas Autoproduzioni Records is proud to present. VIVISECTION "1995-1994" CD. 


Tokyo old school Grindcore’ fanatics 
obsessed by carly Napalm Death,'S.0.B., 
Unseen Terror & Terrorizer. 


Tracks: from Demo, Splits ;with'C.S.S.0., 

Enola Gay & Genocide SS,.4/ way with 

Nasum, Retaliation and C.SS.0, live & 
unreleased: 


People from LR, Final Exit, Spiral, 


Malformed Gentlemen, Dudman, Coraata 
World Downfall, While The City Burns. 


2s: WWW.ZASREC.SLOGSPOTIT. - Roe 


NOt EaSy MY FRIEND 
Raw i eo ee eT 
Lire, Happiness, SatiSFaction OVER SUFFERING, Contentment, 
VICES AND SICKNESS WHICH WILL-ELEVatE YOU tO DEatH, 


The life of an overseas worker, most of our families and friends back 
home thinks its all enjoyment. When even our enemies sneak our social 
media page to see whats happening to us. Its not your problem if they 
think like that or they feel something about that when in-fact is the 
other way around. We show them the positive side and we keep in ourselves the negative 
side just to hide from them all our problems for them not to worry about you, being alone 
in.a country where even your flat mates doesn’t care at all. 


Being a household worker or most of them in the arab countries call it servant, where 
your happiness are compiled at the four corners of your room. When you eat cup noodles 
and drink a bottle of juice mostly everyday. Sometimes you did not even have a load or 
much worse is you cannot avail of a simcard due to your employer’s strict policy. You can 
get connected to the wifi (internet) only once every day as they do not allow you to use 
mobile during your more than 12hrs of work. Your four hours of sleep is like a gold for 
you if they did not wake you up during your rest. The salary you’ve earned didn’t even 
landed your hands as they send it directly to your family back home. Your passport is 
being kept by them in practice of their longtime tradition of kafala, where your right to 
have a day-off is only written in your contract but just an imagination and dream for you 
to come true. 


All of this are just a normal way of your employer to give you a hard time coping with 
life abroad. Yet, all these sufferings are just a chicken shit for you to show your 
families and friends that you are ok and there is no reason for them to worry about. Hey, 
don’t ‘you even think it’s you who will suffer in the future? Never-mind, That is your 
quick ‘answer for that. You can no longer seat comfortably because of the pain at your 
back, you cannot even wash your hands as it always shake you up. Your big belly before 
going jabroad is now almost a six pack of abs. Then, suddenly you will feel the pain of 
your stomach for always eating foods in instant. Though you were able to send boxes of 
balik+bayan cargo as if they know what you sacrifice for you to be able to send some. 
Having a decent job abroad is everyones fulfillment, when you wake up everyday before 
eight and you go home at five. Earning more than what you’ve expecting for and having 

a savings for your future and vices is a hell yeah for you. Doing your hobbies during 
day-off and roaming at malls when your salary gets you going. Watching movies at cinema, 
eating at a cozy restaurants, drinking and. partying at bars/clubs, shopping unnecessary 
discounted stuffs and paying all the bills of your expensive mobiles and credit cards is 
what makes you a real busy human. 


Those: are just some of the sample of workers abroad but there are still others who keep 
theirselves busy us usual. One of them are staying most of their life in accommodation, 
saving as much as they can save to sustain a living back home, cooking every meals of the 
day, ‘doing laundry during weekends and getting. enough sleep to face the coming week with 
full energy over and over again. Eat-Work-Sleep and wake is their daily routine. Nothing 
more than that, enjoying life? Yes I am, thats the quick response from them when you 
asked’ them about life. 


When you will come home, asked.your son/daughter back home through the Skype almost every- 
time.! Soon, you replied them with a smile. Then suddenly, you lost your job. The next 
month. you found yourself in trouble about all your bills and later on you get handcuffed. 
You can no longer send cash to them, you cannot find job as your visa validity and your 
time are running out. No!!! You said to yourself, this should not happen to. me while you 
avoidcrying as if there something it could help. I don’t.wanna live my life like this, 
*all-you feel is regrets rather than pain. 


» 


1. watched you guys last 
November 2018 and you gave 
me neck pain as I keep on 
bangin my head during your 
set. How did you guys come 
up with the band REALIDAD? 


Dane: Before we kick it, we 
would like to thank you.for 
the interest and taking the 
time to chat with us. This 
would be the first ever 
Realidad interview and we 
really appreciate it! 


Banjo and I came up with the idea of forming a straight-up d-beat group a few years back.-If 
my memory serves me right, I bumped into him on the way to a show here in Makati and that was 
DEAD’s(AU)visit last 2011. We saw each other in a jeepney and it was during that short trip on 
the way to the venue where we shared interests on how our sound would be like. We name-dropped 
bands like Anti-Cimex, Victims and of-course Discharge etc. 


Fast forward mid of 2017 where we have decided to make things happen. -From there we recruited 
our drummer/Van. First practice was around: July of 2017 and fun part here was that we agreed 
to make it a.secret band and not play any show until we put out our demo. The demo on CD-r 
format was released during our first gig last February of last year. 


2. Who chose the name REALIDAD? Did any of you guys try google search it or. just popped up 
then boom? 


Dane: We were brainstorming about it after our first jam where we enumerated a lot of really 
awful and.silly ones. It was Van who actually’ gave us that moniker. 


Van: Actually, I got the idea from bands (mostly crust. bands) deriving their names in their 
native languages.’ So, I came up with the name REALIDAD, a Filipino/Spanish loanword. for 
Reality. 


3. Aside from being in a band, what often make you guys busy? 


Dane: It’s all work.for me and family. If I’m not working or engaged with the wife and kid, 
I keep myself busy listening to records. 


Van: Aside from work, I’m trying to keep the balance and reconnect with nature thru surfing 
and travelling. ; 

I’m currently based in La Union for a long-term project and without the band rehearsals ang 
shows, I would do anything to keep me out of Manila. ects 


Banjo: For me its just family and work.-6 days of work really sucks and I only have 1 day 
of rest. so whenever there’s a holiday I make it a point that I’11 be with my family. Fuck 
double pay! 


4. Tell us something about REALIDAD, who most of the time pay for your beers during the 
practice and’where did you guys hang out during spare time. 


We barely practice due to schedule conflicts between us three. Work really keeps us busy: 
If we get to setup a schedule, we make it a point to be productive. Hanging out after practice! 
is really fun and if possible, we do take some time off to hang out and grab.a cold one. 


5. Does any of you guys have fetish for Taboo? And why? 


Haha. I’11 ask Van’and Banjo answer this. 


~Van: None that: I’m aware of. Will leave that to Banjo Haha 
Banjo: Can I say: “no. comment?” HAHAHA! 
6. Anyone from REALIDAD is a vegetarian/vegan or what is the preferred diet for you guys? 


Dane: Neither of us. But as we grow older we really do consider having that kind of lifestyle 
soon. 


Van: we’re budgetarians. haha 


Banjo: For now I’m keeping a healthy diet since my surgery and I’m getting used to eating more 
veggies and fruits instead of meat and junk foods BUT i really miss a cold beer! 


7. I haven’t got your first casette release; is there upcoming any projects/records? 


I myself do not have a copy of that demo on cassette. We can ask Emman or Bam if they still 
have any copies left for you! 

We have recorded three new songs last November. One of those will be used for an upcoming 
local release. Watch out for that killer! 


8. Do you guys wants to play outside 
the Philippines? If given a chance, any 
preferred country/ies? g 


Dane: Yes! We hope to get out of this 
shithole someday and play shows on foreign 
land. We are urging Banjo to get a passport 
ASAP. Can, you still hook him up from your 
peers at DFA? 


Van:, An Asian tour would be nice. 


Banjo: Yes! but first I have to get a 
passport!! hehehe! I heard that Japan, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore have a 
big and active DIY Hardcore Punk scene, it 
would be; really nice to play some shows 
there. 


Git saw} many times your very handsome vocalist/ 
bassist and he is very popular, is he a former 
pornstar? 


Banjo: HAHAHAHA! Koyah! 


10. Don’t want to make this. long, just throw some 
words for all of us particularly those who wants to 
get intouch with the band. 


Dane: Maraming salamat Marco sa pagsama sa amin dito 
sa zine mo! Keep it DIY! 

You cantget in touch with us thru our email 
realidadph@gmail.com 


Van: Thank you, Marco! Cheers! 

Banjo:sMaraming salamat.Marco! I wish to see your band VEX play soon! love you Pare! 
Mote ; 

11. Sharé us any» links and fb page or whatsoever contact informations. 


https: //realidadpunx.bandcamp.com/releases 


SCUMBY - whats up brothers... 


This short Q&A will be published soon 
by yours truly for CONFRONT ZINE no. 
4 < i 


1.Just saw you guys a plenty of times 
and during your shows, and for a span 
of two shows, you change your drummer 
twice also. How did you guys come up 
with the band Scumby and what is the 
major reason for change of member? - 


Scumby Rey: First off thanks for 
seeing us and accepting our invites 
whenever we do small sets, we always 
enjoy hangin out with zee guys at 
Confront and Aarrgghh Kolektib, ma 
it be a gig or just hangin out talkin 
eating trading stuffs. Scumby was 
originally thought of by 2 prope 
who loves and live punk rock. me and 
nur. We wanted a particular form of 
ugk which is simple but fun to play. 
here’s virtually none here and all 
the people I know’who’s into punk 
rock are already in a band of their 
own. So we started practicing and I 
smuggled my buddy Bernie Fresh..to do 
drums for us. it didn*t wonked out. 
Then we took this talented young 
bloke Freddie but) that,didn’t worked 
out either. (I shave written a very 
long .,,esponse to this question bu 
most of the.‘answers are hardcore, - 
direct to the point, I’m sure that © 
it Will be taken personals and ‘will © 
overstep boundaries of peop te who 
though have caused our band to lose 
time and suffer a disband period 
everytime we lose a third member are 
still, people and friends we respect 
and_ love. but at the same timecan 
go fuck themselves. Bad news for 
the hipster world no matter how 
much their universe fucks with us) we 
somehow manage to get up stronggers, 
like a fuckin 80’s Terminator you 
cant kill. (Well, you can only. kill 
Terminators in movies coz shit=man 
it’s hollywood, But there is no way 
on this ace hardware earth that 
real everyday people can kill an 
actual Terminator in real life. And 
Scumby is real life.) So instead of 
making this zine look like a fuckin 
gossip tabloid. I’1l1 just leave 
it to people’s memory. So now our 
good buddy Karam from the insane 
Lebanese band Detox is doing drums 
for us. He’1l also leave the UAE on) 
April so again we will replace our 
drummer. But this guy is so good at 
playing drums that we’re now looking 
for someone who looks as crustie as 
him at the labor camps ‘dread»that 
guy's hair and send that guy back to 
Lebanon instead. 


Scumby Karam: I think Rey is the main 
man behind, Scumby, when joined then 
they were already a 3 piece band and 
the major reason for changing members 
in my opinion is that the ex member 
wanted us to, sound like metallica 
however gaunt has a totally 
different: style 


2.What is the meaning behind the 
name Scumby? Did all of you guys 
experience being scammed?? 


- Fuck yeah I. got scammed here left 


i 


‘ gt s-Iy.don’t know how she do it, 


offering o 


and right, Reheyen bullshit pyramid schemes, 
those rattaced bastards impersonating du - 
agents in the streets ees fake sims. I’m 
sucha sucker for scams. People telling sumthin 
they’re not just to get what they want then at 
the end fucked me over, I got fuckin’ scammed 
by my ex. scammed and cuckold over some italian 
pizza guy. not the delivery but the pizza place 
owner. tons of scams although scumby doesn’t 
pertain to scam. It. pertains to all the scums 
who constitute the sick mainstream society 

and give descent and good people (who are now 
non-conformists) shit and make their life 
miserable. Exploiters, bullies, rich ‘brats, 
racist fucks no matter what race pour the fact 
that they have race group bias makes em a fckin 
racist. the shit managers, greedy landlords, 
people cheating their partners, people causing 


* grief and misery to people dumb enough to love 


them. Fuckin people who betray all fuckin. scums 
of the earth and are the reason while until 

now there is a counter culture anda social 
struggle being fought for by those brave enough 
to pursue fair co-existence. All Scumbies..and 
to them because we (punker0ck movement) Thinks 
their shit which theyware. They think ona 
literal level that we are the scums of ean ait 
Judge by..the way we look by the way we think-by 
our.way Of.life. You and I Scumby. 

3. Can you-guys name, a bands that heavily 
inspired Scumby a ot? - ae 


‘ Rey: On my end it’s mainly Coma Mierda and 
Saki 


t Sistema then coming in on second, 


# Teeange Bottle Rockets, Masked Intruders, The 
' Copyrights, A.D.A.-The Ramones, MDC, DK, GI and 
the Idiots, What Happens Next, Banned, GISM, 


Final Warning, Warzone, Not just bands other 
shits of literary expressions like Mr. Pickles, 
Sealab 2020, Classic sci fi and horror movies, 
old war movies, Sound of Music, easy to read 
esoteric books, Los Crudos, Mila ro666, those 
creepy puppets in Thunderbirds, Star Trek the 
original series thats totally punk rock, and 
many irrellivant shits to people more. 


“4, Share us something about Scumby, who often 


book a show for the band and did you guys have 
preterr ad audience? - Pe aadal is the 
cumby whe books everything from practice to 
he sister is 
ike a friggin don coleone approaching people 
ers they can’t refuse I don’t know. 
So Boom. she’s our bookie. I suck so much at 
booking shows and talking to venues in Dubai 
I have to organise an entire gig so just our 
band can.maybe play in it. Do we have prefered 
audience. This.is°on a personal level, on my 
ersonal opinion, I*d lie if I’d pak I don’t 
ave a prefered audience. I’d probably sound 
like an asshole for saying this.but I don’t 
care anymore.. I don’t prefer any audience. 
If/a group of smug mthrfuckers thinks they 
are-an audience thatyneeds to be entertained 
thén Islose. interest, Just: sitting there on 
their tables Sipping their organic tea\or 
whatever and»taking shits on their iphones then 
Sat..there’ and be: like fuckin simon cowell on 
american idol they can go fuck themselves Eoes 
ge home get naked and watch gigs on you tube 
e.entertainedy I prefer:participants. People 
who would hoperul sy enjoy what we do and dive 
into the exchange of energy between a crowd and 
a.band sharing the passion for the same shit 
happening’. Don’t mind uS.. lose yourself in 
the music relate to the words experience the 
connection. Thats a prefered people to play my 
half ass guitar with this band of super skilled 
friends in the arts of creating sound that can 
turn-your copper coins into gold. I don’t know 
man.. Scumby will play for anyone.. we’d play 
for the pope coz he looks like Raybeez from 
Warzone. 


5.Can you’ tell us” 
sustain the living ~ 

where did you get insp 
this to happe seks 


eves for a better Boast 
my ass off just ea 
uldn’ i have — 


Neath Hola! I 
Papueegnity 
like*everyon levee 
done it in my.messe eairone. ountries 


(Venezuela & Syria) . "and music is wae 
helped me adapt to this country. wey 
a travel coordinator / social noble ara 
executive, and believe me it’s fun but 
gto a.stressful position! 
ow t 


(7S amazing. - 

roject (scumby) came gy 

y reminds, me of home, and © 
a community ‘not just as a 


“be able to support the 
ve 


“ee 


best. feeling ever. I’m 


at least you escape the 
poken routine life’ Of +, 


ritish Bb ok 


a ee 


men 
ne ie iS ae 
: a dead r ver 

We jab ead ‘ sue. a 


“our Dare oe 
"yday I have ~~ 
‘job in the ~ 


_~ boa pocust ry. aba Se aside from 

js mus ign et Bae Beste: is one’ of. my 

we. pg ully now that I’m in the 
paain usery I canpursue my dream.ot 
creat lipino card. and bodrdgames. +a 
young pe can enjoy and. trully eet : 
their jown-in our country. Inspirati to 
work is of-course, wbhe people. love, my 


* they offered me 


a4 w i 
famil and to finance m AR endin ee 
demand’ for kitkats. i fi # 


(Karam) I work as an audio veh id r a 
engeineer in lebanon and I came to Dubai © 
on a 6 months contract, I come. every 

year for a oe or two but this time 

6 months and I had a 

leg injury skateboarding before that 

and payed alot of money on surgeries 

so I was broke and needed some money, 

so. took this opportunity, it’s not the 
best thing to do: pepe rich corporate 
capitalists people ma their dreams 
come true through. installing sound in 
their} conferences and gigs but its good 
Money; compared to lebanon and temporarily 
so why not,.I have some dreams as well, 
anti sbapitalists though haha. 


6. Anyone from Scumby is a vegetarian/ 
vegan, or straight edge? or what is the 
preferred place and food for you guys?? 


(Rey) I’m not vegetarian or vegan not 

a Strlgant edge either..I prefer home 
cooked meals really my favorite chef -in 
Dubai» is chef Bernie Fresh that mthrfcker 
knows}; how to cook a good meal. Fuck that 
Gordon Ramsey guy his langgonisa is no 
match, to chet Bern*s langonisa cooked 
while-it’s still wrapped in plastic. I 
det love Hany’s vegan pasta. fuckin 
elish! that pasta was so vegan I felt 

y digestive systems put up a gig for 

youth of Today and Minor Threat.. what 


was that leaf she put there it taste so 
good... 


Home meals man.. why because most 


hypnot. ist 
ese 
% 


‘ franch 
Baneake 


Py nd many more. Then th 
hat I met Rey and decided to : Service the idaoekOr 


“radius of a small tactical nuke 


ae 


Rite 


restaurants here serve shit 
Shits that taste and smell 
should be the one to get paid 
those crap. I totally think 
restaurants don’t hire waiters 
think the restaurants here hire 
ind just take your order let 
heir menu and order whatever 
case the fuck out,of you and 

t: and you, think you’re 


affordable 
on a plate. 
so bad you 
for eating 
that. -these 


‘serve, you a 
eati mu 
mcdonalds urger.. 

I eat outside. Diff 
same food chains als 
owners. are di 


housein Burjuman serve yy ke 
bs ge while the panes Pancake hous f 
“dubai mall be 3 they ane owned & 
bi We ifferent...I t-know, different | 
agents of Hydra. s saney th Happy mon... > 


ee. gorgoyles eating 
a. toxic ae ae. 
ate - 
ce everyone was we 
ir the i smell more 


“next table wi 


‘at this place ‘Ravi 
competing for gold 


».“ like.a dead man than you olympics I saw 


ve 


a ston on the wall that aa 0 ‘Smoking. J 


And totally aug. prang wi ng anyone 
light a match that. place Yh ne preg will 
ode. Nur’s nee omoting ‘her. 


forgot 


vame of 1 oaish But she ia ys 
_ She real fis sat - that: dish. 
the band mi ne day ae ho fully 
taste that. "and. spt oh ita meee: 
_» And we*d ainst the bed hains 
:) Mua Yok eae ts Hig ass of the Fea 
erase 
era refer not. to Steet as’ to ie eS 
‘this t t I most like the idea | 
of being oe opet y the near 
“future I can a or them in 
terms of ideas be tee 
(Karam). I’m not vegetar: any nee 
» believe animals are essé rp. the,” + 
wretched existence of. mankind’ since our 
dawn, from skin, to tool, meat, dairy, 
ech together complete the 
cycle, however I desme fora the 
hey treat anima =f aby rts or 


fey “and. muse ey reat this soul 
as if it’s a de to make 
money, he need to maximise 
profit push gs "£9 do horrific things 
to animals and ealth. If I had "the 
choice my meal woul “be fiber, protein 
and a little bit of carbohydrates , 
depending on my activities.. a good place 
would be that which is not blinded by 
ghee and money and’ cook and serve it’s 
ood out of love and a good conscience, 
My grandparents have cattle and chicken 
in the south of Lebanon, just like almost 
every other family and back in the day 
just like everywhere they used to eat 
meat 1 every two weeks or so and it used 
to be a ritual every time they kill the 
animal, spewing gratefulness to the 
one who gives for us to stay alive and 
in honor if it’s soul. Now a days it’s 
the complete opposite, I don’t like it 
but» then again if I have to fight. the 
industry and stop eating meat or diary 
products or wearing leather then might 
as well stop ee anything with plastic 
, cardboard or chemicals, -pretty much 
stop buying anything and the only way to 
do that is to live fully self sustained 
in a community somewhere in a village far 
from civilisation and that’s the future I 
guess if we wanna live respecting nature, 
animals and our body and soul and in tune 
with the universe .. 


———s—i 


jungles of Vietnam.*countless potential 
recruits burned their draft, and refused to 
serve the army. what_did the US government 
did to John Lennon? They had that poor 
Harry Potter look a like assasinated 

along with all the American civil rights 
movement heroes, Our songs convey the_ 
politics that wish to enforce change in 
the last frontier of our:struggle as a 
species as humans, The jurisdiction over 
the human individuality. But singing 
direct political songs is a luxury 
for people in the safety of their own 
countries who are derechay being affected 
by the political crisis that is happening 
around them. We are all expatriates ina 


7. Since this band is not All Filipino 
band, can you introduce to us your band 
members and their background? 


- I, just met these people while buying 
sailormoon bath curtains so I’11 let em 
introduce themselves. Me I’ reypeace 
I’m a moron who went here as a tourist 
to visit places and end.up working here 
which is cool! right now my. background 
is the river. Al Seef Heritage I always 
go here and flip a coin if I should jump 
in the river and Sfap bother everyone 
with me being me or live another day 

to answer zine interviews and make 

more songs to annoy more assholes who 


hopefully give everyone a favor and go 

pate in the creekside as well. (Gyand) 

*m from the slums of orgy: Uno Lucena 
in 


foreign land with a government that allow 
us to improve our livelihood. Why would 
we rebel to that? Our jobs here already 
improved our standard of living and most 


city Killappines. 5 something tee ies 
Color of eyes: black and white. (Karam) I 
come from an oldschool raw street skate 
thrash punk scene: in lebanon, this is~ 


importantly allow us to improve the living 
“conditions of our families and \the people 
Ronaiey : we care about. Yet no human conditions are 
my background and this is who we still perfect and we also recognise: these issues 
are, been in bands like Detox, Beirut and address them in that although 
Scum Society and the one still active not d r listeners into 
Thrashstorm.. playing oldschool raw . The music is 
thrash punk. : sinister \way to 
1 pagut ae, 
s well, it’s 
eople smile and 
at ask what was 
itics of an 


8. Do you think having a politic 
.and song writing are impor 
punk music? - 


the approved 
. Their own sounds 
Personally \I 
t r world today have changed 
pid pace probably the fastest it 
s been in human history because of 
technology. And the political tools and 
a nts means accessible to the masses to promote 
A politcal change is now more limited and and easier ° 
lion will never for the powers that control and exploit 
dy established. humanity to monitor. We are a band of four 
contain a mes people Trom totally different cultural 
change. ould be for the begets and political environment. I could only 
\ worse but a change. So a polift S speak for. myself in this matter, some 
(goat is to achieve change on i A even consider themselys political 
\level. Because a change on a ise they are not inte with the 
devel needs a wide participat “State\of the people aro heme but that 
the masses. If you convey a pols toO.iska political be u-are part of 
song to the underground community he Majority who be i om the global 
are preaching to the converted) 1 ¢ ystem that 
convey a political song to the} mas our politics is \ 
with Tuck noisy, and aggressive} md absorbed politics 
music to us but noise to them the i 
not, listen less understand the\mé 
of the political song. And it wil 
idea\ shouted in an unpoppulated fore 
in terms of conciousness and awareness.’ hs 1 beliefs are hyped and 
If an\ artist or an activist wish “to x “a-faShionable byproduct that \ 
is consumable.to\the poss Realy correct \ 
and the consunier. “Liber all sla 


the tight grip of 

Corporation to a massive 
Gbal population having your 
alone political view is a 


n J get into iy 
hip song \sung by someone so@popular and 
promoted by such a powerfdl mediagtool / — 
that it can make perfectly sane peope 5 
99 out. of their moving cars and danc 

ike complete idiot at the side of their: 
moving vehicles. Media have achieved that 
power now. Like that umbrella song if 
that went UYU tae ela ela drink tha 2 lying*thro 
wella ela ela, I bet a lot- of brainwashed hese phings 
morons would \drink shampoo. as soon as DOlitical bec 
they. hear that shit everywhere. That 
level and power of communication becomes 
a threat to the establishment. John 
Lennon gang Imagine and promoted Lets 
just. Make hippie love and not war. In the 
middle of the Vietnam War era when the US 
government need a huge amount of you 
people to recruit and send to the killing 


is while the 
he luxury 
y of. living 
£ wof group of people 
busyride away from each 
on, Rejeetion, Betrayal, 
gh peer Preassure... All of 
and more*is also consider 
_ these are human behavior 
ale’ that ‘constitute a sick 
and vile form Of norm..A rebellion to the 
accepted asshole norms marketed by the 
system as cool. Humanism ... Like our 
buddy Noam Chomsky said eh credit is 
good but we need cash. (Gyand) Not all the 
time but.most of the time if possible. 
This is one way of telling the assholes 


in the govt / what they already know by 
the way. 


9. Do you guys wants to play outside the 
U.A.E?, If given a chance, any preferred 
country/ies? 


- Fuck yeah who. doesn’t?! well I’m sure 
there are some.. But for me I totally 
wanna play outside the UAE, Hell I 
wanna play live outside Dubai. Haven’t 
even played life in Abu Dhabi ever. 
Hey Maticrust! ya scums, put ae a gig 
there already! when in the bath tub and 
I dosed off into a candy land of punk 
rock dream. I dream that we tour places 
like Japan, play with our buddies While 
the City Burns.. Tour the US play with 
our friends in Aklasan Records, tour the 
Philippines and play with A.D.A. lotsa 
lace... Austria and see Max run on the 
ills like Julie Andrews with an awesome 
smile and open arms singin the hills are 
alive or the hills have eyes while we wear 
those aphine pinochio outfits the kids 
were forced to wear there...(fuckin wake 
up there a bit) Dosed off again see us 
getting off a.plane in Lebanon and play a 
gig with Karam’s friends, play a gig at 
the Gaza strip while the IDF arrive with 
4 APCs full of hot looking lady soldiers 
but they didn’t bash heads but instead 
gounen the moshpit...Then tour Finland” 
ront for Nur’s brother’s band which is 
super ‘awesome. Yeah man lotsa places. 
Holland. . play with Bambix. then when we 
have enough money from selling our demos 
buy a Delorean and travel back in time and 
lay a gig with fuckin GG Allin and: shoot 
is small dick with a rubber band then 
go maximum like fckin Josie and Pussycat 
and play a gig in another planet where 
everyone looks like balls but wear Abba 
space suits... Yeah man I’d love to play 
outside the UAE. (Gyand) Yes definitely. 
Philippines, Japan, Lebanon, Germany and 
anywhere!! Syria and Afghanistan if also 
given{a chance. (Karam) Ofcourse, if given 
a chance I would love to play in Lebanon, 
Syria, Palestine, Philippines, Indonesia, 
poor countries, countries destroyed by 
war, anywhere where people are really 
tired{of.shit and they need to express. 


10. From your own personal views, what is 
Punk: and Hardcore for you? - 


. 
(Max) }Let me start with the most 
important: it’s not only music, it’s 
not fucking fashion or something that 
comesiand goes. It is a way of life. It 
shows: your values and believes. And as 
a fun| fact, despite it being a preety 
aggressive style of music, it actual y 
means| the complete opposite. Yes, pun 
is a supposed to confront the political 
Situation in your country, it means 
breaking’ silly rules, and it surety means 
to anges and rage to some extend. But most 
of all, it stands for values that even 
in 2019 are still not being accepted but 
everyone on this planet. Gender.equality, 
an environment in which women feel secure 
and that they are equal to their male 
COUN ea ae free of sexual abuse or 
generally just being seen.as a pases of 
meat that can be fucked. Then obviously, 
racism. I believe every single human being 
Onsthis planet is racist to a certain 
extend, as everyone thinks in stereotypes, 
andi a country, like Dubai, where we 
are confronted with so many different 
cultures, we are automatically exposed to 
certain cultures and believes we do not 
like.; Which then again, is something that 


happens on a personal level. However, 
we don’t judge the individual by its 
nationality, the color of its skin, 
gender, or whatever. In short, I) judge 
peopts by how they treat_me.and others. 
f see someone acting like a dick, I 
step in, if someone treats. me like a 
dick, he will have a nightmare. following. 
I could go on for hours and explain 
every single value they hold high, but 
to cut it short, I find it all in punk. 
And this to me makes punk and hardcore, 
no matter how negative the lyrics bre hd 
be, the single most positive lifestyle 
that’s out there. (Gyand) Family, Friends 
and Enemies. (Karam) Music is means of 
self expression and connection, or maybe 
connection through self expression, 
whatever is inside and needs. to get out, 
just like the satisfaction of a fart, 
where as the fart disappears into thin 
air and makes people run away from you, 
songs Stay there and pring people closer 
to themselves and each othe in the 60’s 
hippies were the punks and outcasts, in 
the 1800’s and after the flourishing 
movement of industrialism Romantics 
were the punks and outcasts of society 
choosing to run away and live far from 
this corruption, writing poetry about it 
and about a-world they dream about, I 
think it’s all connected, now a days with 
the increasing action of destruction of 
life there is an even more extreme and 
aggressive reaction, which is hard-core 
music, it’s the expression-and release 
of what ever is inside of us and we 
wanna shout it out loud, be it happy, 
sad, depressed, angry it _translates 
the feelings of other people, it’s a way 
of spreading the message across. Stuck 
in traffic instead of letting it,out. by 
Epesesng the horn, wait till you come = 
ome and grab the guitar, a@hstead of 
shouting at rane because of job stress)” 
issues shout on the Bicrephere about’ what, 
is really fuckedyup, or blast the drums,» 
it’s a good workout at theysend of the 
day, in PY Opinion it’s a fucked up. world 
and it will get even Worse,..but hopefully 
through musicour-souls won’t witness the 
hell we are heading to.*~ = 


11. Give us some inspiring words and)to 
those who wants to get*intouch with the 
band. Share us any links ,and/or fb page 
or whatsoever contact informations. 


(Karam) Keep the fire of revolution dit 
inside of us all, they try to conquer 
through their beast of materialistic 
profit while we just live’ from our soul, 
revolution, freedom , peace, Inner 
revolution on our ‘pathetic human nature, 
freedom from our greedy lusty shallow 
human instinct, and then we’re at peace. 
with our selves and the world around us. 
We have witness hell»to know the meaning 
of heaven, and the,infinite.cycle.goes 
on and on until we experience the death- 
awaking, why wait? Know that you are 
dying die now and live withyite (Max) I 
will.quote a few ofemy favorite: bands 
lyrics: Just love the world *that won’ t 
love you back (Have. Heart).-, Unbreakable) 
- If the shit keeps Riddle up, getra 
shovel. (Expire - Pretty sain 


Thank you so much for being part of 
CONFRONT ZINE 4th issue and Tor giving 
time answering this Short interview. 
Aarrgghh all the way! 


——s—i 


“STORIES BEHIND THE AUTONOMOUS | 
INITIATIVES AGAINST WAR ON DRUGS” 


by: Personal thought coming from Ghung Bandido 


In early 2016, the hype on presidential election was inevitable. Different parties, 
political personalities and celebrity are like gamblers playing for the seats in the 
government position. They put millions of pesos for political advertisement, to bribe 
communities, finding allies, playing that they care, buy air-time on media outlets and 

k so on. Every day from-January to May 2016 the news 
and stories are about election and politicians,. most 
of the people are excited specially the ones who are 
working with the politician during his/her campaign 
and also for the people who will have a chance to 
work temporarily on election dates. The presidential 
race at that time composed of famous political clan 
and members of an oligarch families who also benefits 
in political dynasty like the Binay, the Roxas, and 
Duterte. The stunning one here and get a lot of 
support is Duterte from PDP-Laban Party’ and coming 
from the south Davao City Mindanao. A long-time mayor 
serving seven terms for the total of 22 years governing 
the fourth largest cities in the Philippines, -the 
Davao City. The May 2016 election was a chance for 
the people from the south to-be represented in the 
national political arena and through election 16 
million voters favorably give way to Duterte regime. 
A man known to have .a Davao. Death Squad who made 
systematic practice of extrajudicial killings of.drug 
users and other criminals committing petty crime from 
1998 to 2016. Despite of this, millions of people 
supported him echoing the regional pride of being 
. Bisaya that we’re before experienced different way of 
discrimination and miss-representation. I believe that this is one of the main factor why 
Duterte won, he got the sentiment of the marginalized region in the Philippines. Maybe this 
is also the reason why the mainstream authoritarian-left supported him in his campaign and 
somehow compromise themselves to be part of his government. 


On our part as autonomous dissidents, we already talking and discussing that Duterte’s 
success in political power will give -way for nationwide bloodbath as he firstly focus 
his work on War on Drugs. We see that if he can make this killings in Davao City without 
accountability he can continue this extrajudicial practices, normalizing deaths on the 
street, creating social paranoia and ‘state of fear. So, as early as July 2016 after 
Duterte formallys.proclaimed as a president we already criticizing this War on Drugs, 
there is a statement and poster said “Extra-Judicial Killings and Summary Execution .are 
instigated by the State and Rich Organized Crime”. September 4, 2016 Food not Bombs action 
happened in Baliuag, Bulacan to share free meal and campaign our sentiment against the 
summary execution numbering 2000 casualties at that time. A collaborative-zine making 
was introduce by a friend and carry on the coordination .for inviting contributor for the 
collection of creative art/writings that are related to an on-going campaign of the Duterte 
administration against drugs. While this .zine are in the work on progress we continue 
meeting people, collaborators, campaigners, artist, human rights advocates and evangelicals 
to plan more grassroots, organizing to denounce this killings and on October 29, 2016 we 
come up with an idea.to have a series of events in the theme of Biag, Buhay, Ikabuhi “Value 
of: Life, Denouncing Killings”, Biag in 
Ilocano dialect, Ikabuhi in Bisaya and 
Buhay in Tagalog that all means Life. 
Autonomous individuals, cause-oriented 
groups and local networks shared their 
thoughts about the on-going war on 
drugs and affirmed the~-life force 
through poetry, music, performances . 
and talks. Friends from Peace Church — 


a 

and. volunteers from different info = re 
tekken Balt, 
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20 Maginhawa to launch Manlaban zine, 
a. do-it-yourself publication which 
features critical content and writings 
on drug-related and_ extra-judicial 
killings. It ‘was ‘an. expression of 
sentiments, info sharing, narration, 


shops initiated an event at. Project 
Nan 


perspective and idea:of resistance. Such is the core of Manlaban, amidst the hate, stigma 
and violence, the freedom to express, to think for one’s self, and criticality to resist 
all forms .of violence, authority and -hierarchy. 


In addition, there were simultaneous happenings in 
support of the cause like free t-shirt printing, 
pot luck, film screening, really really free market. 
The said creative resistance and direct action was a 
manifestation of the long tradition of sharing culture 
based on horizontal organizing, anti-authoritarian 
alternative and non-hierarchical politics. 


The organizing continue, the first zine Manlaban 
distributed voluntarily and on April 2017 we managed to 
organize again the Biag, Buhay, Ikabuhi 2.0 event in the 
church property in Tondo, Manila. As expected, we invite 
our networks, friends and families. It’s a whole day 
event that had different activities like performances, 
exhibition, and free market and at this time we also 
invite resource. speakers who runs~ community-support 
rehab, government-run rehabilitation and psychologist 
to tell their stories about their effort, analysis and 
statements about the continues War on drugs. We come 
up with an analysis that drug problem is not a crime 
to be solve instead we need to view that drug problem 
is a health and mental issue that needed support than 
punishment or killings. At this event, the second 
collaborative-zine was release entitled “Biag, Buhay, 
Ikabuhi”, a compilation of news report, solidarity 
action, article, poetry, drawings etc. We are hoping 
in the future to release a documentary film. project 
related to this War on drugs. 
September 21, 2017 a street action organized, remembering 
this day Sept.21, one of the horrific and tragic moment 
happened in the history of. the Philippines. Martial 
Law was declared by President Marcos to suppress: and 
repress most of the people. Rampant:violence, forced 
disappearance, arrest, killings and torture experienced 
by dissidents and common people who are criticizing the 
authoritarian regime at that time. 

<a 
Today, Duterte’s administration was also following the 
path for being a totalitarian and a fascist by putting 
people’s lives on his own hands defying constitutional 
and human rights. Declaring Martial Law in Mindanao 
and instigating War on-Drugs policy by killings thousands of poor people. This regime are 
misleading the people by their fake news by putting their effort on drug related issue to 
stop criminality and not confronting the real problem of the society, that social injustice 
like; poverty, no job opportunity, no social welfare, forced displacement are the main cause 
and this injustices are already violence. 


As our attempt to express our sentiments against this atrocity. We planned to gather in 
Luneta Park to have a picnic, Food Not Bombs mass feeding, Really Free Market, mobile 
library, culture jamming, Radyo Kalye and many more. More than 40 participants show their 
support sengaging ourselves with the homeless community who sleep and stay in the park. 
Homelessness. are one of the awful problem happening in the Philippines and no government 
since before could make a solution. 


October 2018, a night of devastating art of noise and bracest against humanitarian crisis. 

In solidarity to all the victims of State atrocities. This event organized in Quezon 
City and) Bulacan area all are;connected to the incident happened to the four Food Not 
Bombs volunteers who got killed because of this war'.on drugs and another one volunteer 
incarcerated, aside from this event there are other people organized soli-concert for the 
benefit of the murdered comrade. And in November 2018 we launch~a street protest again, 
this time. in Welcome Rotunda, Quezon City. Our message is clear, “In Solidarity To all the 
Victims of State Atrocities. War on Drugs is War on Poor.” This killing was only targeting 
the poor communities, even there is a children who will be caught on fire with their bullets 
it’ sjyust a collateral damage. The most number of population are still have sympathy but we 
feel that. the support for Duterte are getting lesser because for almost three years that 
his in powers,.the Philippine economy drastically drowning: 


The fight will continue. 


Digna 
am 


MMXIII 


1.REYERTA - No Palabras (tape) 
Released date: March 2018 by REYERTA through Azadghei Records (hasib_crusty@hotmail.com) 


8 tracks of pure angst female fronted power violence from Singapore. Though I don’t 
know how to speak espanyol, the sounds and vocals makes you feel the aggressiveness of 
each songs. The songs lyrics are all writen in espanyol, as members are from Spain and 
Philippines (I can say we also have spanish: blood) but currently they are. residing in. 
Singapore. Good thing in here is there is lyrics sheet so I was able to read some of 
their message. Fave track here is the 3rd track titled AUTOCONCIENCIA, combination of 
swedish/d-beat and blast beats plus the yelling and gruff vocals make this songs worth 
listening for. Highly recommended for all the bastards out there. Contact and check them 
at: oguau_martinez@hotmail.com & reyerta.bandcamp.com 


2.DIGMA - MMXIII (demo tape) 
Released date: October 2013 by DIGMA through AKLASAN RECORDS 


5 tracks of melodic d-beat hardcore punk from San Francisco California, U.S.A, this 
demo reminds me of early BORN/DEAD recordings. Though I can say DIGMA offers more of 
a crusty variation of riffs and relentless straight forward vocals. Fave track here 
are_Vicious Cycle and Bulok na Sistema. Happy to hear song writen in tagalog language 
of which I can’t control, myself singing while playing this track. These 3 piece Fil- 
American band are one of the few bands living in the U.S of A that keeps on fighting for 
the right of every Filipino/People around the world. So keep the fire burning. ACAB = Al 
Capitalist Are Bastards. You may check and contact them at: http://digma1968.bandcamp. 
com &-digma1968@gmail.com 


3.EDOMITES - Balisong (tape) 
Released date: October 2015. through AKLASAN Records 


9 tracks of harsh noise electro synth with tireless drum beats that will surely kill 
your appetite for lunch. Seriously, I waited for the surprise entrance of vocals which 
till the end I haven’t heard. I don’t have exact idea about this till I realize it will 
be just like that. Representing San Francisco Bay Area, the guys behind this project are 
total punk ass.,Doesn’t have much to say but this band deserved to be checked out. Wants 
some lullaby for your kids at night? Contact and Check out EDOMITES at: TheEdomites@ 
gmail.com & theedomites.bandcamp.com 


4.ROGERNOMIX - South East Asian Tour 2016/Aotearoa. Annihilation 
Released date: 2016 through Delusion of Terror and Tandang Records 


Hailing from Wellington, New Zealand, are these four guys who delivers 14 tracks of 
raging crust punk right straight to your veins. Shitting around since 2009. The album 
consist some of their releases from the Split LP with Bonecruncher and Big Stinking 
Pile EP with additional new tracks. They release the stuff in connection with their 
Australian and South East Asian Tour. Members are also somehow connected to not so 
Well-known band such like Meth Drinker, Fantails, Bone Cruncher and so many. Album has 
the nice cover artwork and full detailed inlays with lyric shit. Fans of old school 
swedish bands should try and check them out. You may wish to contact them through their 
rogernomix.bandcamp.com or through the record label. 


5.GRAVEYARD ORBIT - Self titled (tape) 
Released date: 30 June 2014 by themselves 


Metallic Crust Punk from Melbourne, Australia. This four piece female fronted outer 
space crusty punks releases their 7 tracks album. What differs from these guys are their 
lyrics talking about earth, outer space, solar system etc., which most people careless 
as if they even gave a damn to monitor hows the status of our nature and if it is still 
functioning properly in accordance to its normal daily purpose. These albums calls our 
attention and it bring us back to what we should be protecting from the start. The 
inlays has it lyrics sheet so you can easily understand their message. On 2014, they were 
able to tour the Philippines and was able to play 3 legs, 1 in Luzon and 2 in Visayas. 
You shoud check them out guys and get intouch with them through: www.graveyard-orbit. 
bandcamp.com 

6.GODSTOMPER/H.F.A.T.T.M split (tape) 

Released date: 29 April 2015 through Ecophagy Records, Panic Inc and Vomit Core Music 


Godstomper shares 15 tracks of pure noise violence. Coming from Sunnyvale, California, 
this 2 piece sickos brings you to the place where you found yourself talking alone. 
Combining horror and terror experience as you continue to listen to their tracks. It 
differs from their earlier ‘releases. On the other-side is HFATTM (Hot Fuct Action to 
the Maxxx) now sodomized us by sharing 2 tracks (23mins long) of dark molested remix of 
ambient noise. Representing Los Angeles, California. This solo project band of Kevin 
Fetus is-a proof that this kind of musick still exist and that you may still appreciate 
it. Don’t forget to check both of them through their respective contact information. 
Godstomper : PAULBARFO@AOL.COM, HFATTM: VOMITCORE@GHOT, 


7.NUNSLAUGHTER / PAGANFIRE - Obscured Visions of Satanic Arson (Split tape) 
Released “date: 2016 through Warmaster Production (warmasterprods@gmail.com) 


PAGANFIRE, Thrashing from the National Capital Region, Philippines, these 4 piece 
glorious bastards from hell unleashed four tracks, recorded;live from their gigs in. BKB 
Bar (2012) and Freedom Bar’ (2011)..Though it sounds a bit raw and was not totally clear 
yet you can still feel the malevolence on’‘each songs. It’s like your infront of them 
watching while at the same time their burning you alive. Death to False metal as they 
always. says. Next is NUNSLAUGHTER, raging from Pennsylvania, U.S ofA, these 4, piece 
sickos delivers 7 tracks of Dark, Death / Thrash Metal songs recorded. live in Pori, 
Finland on 6th of July 2007. Though it seems that all-songs are old and writen long 
time, Nunslaughter doesn’t give it a dann. The sounds though live were still clear and 
worth listening for. Don of the Dead is always fucking sick on vocals. I suggest you 
metal heads to grab a copy of this split tape and shove it into your ass. Contact them 
at: paganfire13@yahoo.com, nunslaughter@gmail.com 


8. INFRACTION - Aldrig Denna Varld (tape) 
Released date: 2014 through GrillFest Records 


It feels awesome for me to discover a band from Gavle, Sweden who plays doom metallic 
grindcore. The songs are all well mixed, mastered and it seems that this release was 
well planned. The packaging is single sided cassette tape and was released in a limited 
copies of 100. Some consider them blackened. crust hardcore and doom metal, for me its 
more on a, metallic grindcore. 6 tracks of grinding mayhem from this 5. piece swedish 
grinders. My fave track is The Loss of All which runs for more than 3mins. Infraction is 
a band worth listening for. Check them out at: facebook.com/infraction026 or send them 
an email through: infraction026a@gmail.com jy 
9.KNIVAD - Markt for Livet (tape) 

Released date: 14 February 2015 through Bloodsoaked Records 


Knivad is a swedish word for something like “stabbed in the throat by a fucking knife” 
and they are offering us their dark violent swedish hardcore crust style of musick. 
I like swedish style and this bands touches my heart as they play with melodies and 
aggressiveness. in one pack. Hailing also from Sweden, there is no doubt ‘they were 
influenced by bands like Anti-Cimex and Driller Killer though combining these 2 great, 
bands is fucking devastating. 5 tracks of pure angst and aggression with ‘some melodic 
to raw and fast straight forward songs, there is no boring part in here, as track 1 to 
5 were all killer. Plus the nice*full double sided inlays with complete lyrics sheet. 
Awesome release’ from Bloodsoaked Records. Highly recommended to. those swedish crusty out 
there. Check them out at: www:facebook.com/knivad or listen and’ explore them through: 
http://knivad.bandcamp.com 


10.ROT - Kingdom of Antigod Sodomy (Tape) “ahs 
Released date: 23 May 2013 through the label Demented Omen of Masochism 


This is not the oldskul Grindcore maniacs ROT from Brazil, this ROT (POLAND) is the 
most hated and controversial band that comes back with new demo, more devastating, more 
vulgar, better composed and arranged,. let human rot and their nightmare continues! 
Underground noise inspired by old. polish death metal and south american nuclear deathrash 
seasoned by Von primitiveness, Bathory rawness and Blasphemy aggression! Demo featured 
9 original tracks, including intro and a TORR coversong - 20 minutes of music.in'1 side 
only. Released with full colored inlay and pro ontape sticker. Metal Maniacs may still 
check them out through: https: //doomzine.bandcamp.com/album/kingdom-of -antigod-sodomy 


11:AGATHOCLES - To Serve... To Protect (Tape) 
Released date: Originally out since 1999-2000 and was re-issue on” 2016 - through 
GRINDFATHER Productions (U.K) 


Agathocles is a Belgian political mince / grindcore band that. began in 1985, being 
JAN AG-as the original remaining members: This release is one of their best album as 
I could say, To Serve... To Protect, they surprisingly sounds more of a punk hardcore 
to crustcore in here rather than a mincecore / grindcore. Though songs are still fast 
yet a bit groovy and. catchy which is sang in his gruff and grunting style of vocals. 
The album was a solid anti-authoritarian,..anti-war, anti-animal cruelty and bullshit 
t thing. Released \in colored (blue/yellow) casette with inlays that contains lyric sheet. 
; Personal fave track here are BOMB THE BASTARD and WRONG WAY. It is not too late, go 
check them out Agathocles facebook or send them an email through: mincemania@hotmail.com 


12.TSVET REPTILIA - Nomen Mihi Legio est, Quia Multi Sumus (CD) 
Released date: 31 October 2015 through Winterwolf Records, Gotha, Germany 


Coming from Pune, India and is currently based in Dubai, U.A.E, these 5 piece metal 
heads whose originally known as Serpent. Dye/Beleth sometime in 2002 share their 4 tracks 
of, blackened death metal songs. Since their release of demo in 2013, they were able to 
release their EP consisting of the 2 old tracks from their demo titled Revel in Oblivion 
and Epidemic Perversion and 2 new tracks titled Bleeding the Saint and The Diseased 


——s—i 


Messiah. The brutal death guttural vocals combined with black metal screeches are well 
blend to the rhythm of heavy yet insane’ riffs plus ultra fast demonic drum beats that 
simply shows the rage and extreme musick of what TSVET REPTILIA is. Artwork and inlays 
are available and included in the CD pack. That is why I recommend this to all the metal 
heads in-the barrio. Please do check them out through: TSVETREPTILIA.BANDCAMP.COM or 
REVERBNATION. COM/TSVETREPTILIA 


13.IN TIMES OF DESPAIR - Pledge of Allegiance (PRO-CDR) 
Released date: 24 March 2017 through Bawal ang Rakstar Records (Dubai) 


Being active in the rock scene of Dubai, this band was able to release their full length 
album consisting of 10 tracks (intro included) of metallic hardcore grooves down to 
melodic and-synth tunes with emotional lyrics. Some may consider them as experimental 
hardcore dubstep to screamo / post hardcore the way they eften show particularly on their 
live performances. Released D.I.Y in cooperation of Sessions DxB and other supporting 
friends. Personal favorite tracks here are track no. 2 and track no. 6., the quality of 
recording is pretty awesome and the effort for the packaging is cool. Hope this band 
release more of this kind. Check them out through: http://intimesofdespair.bandcamp.com 
or email them at: Intimesofdespairdxb@gmail.com 


14.P+ - Self titled (Demo CDR) 
Released date: 11. November 2011 through. self-released 


P+ is a Punk Hardcore from Watsonville, California. They offer 11 tracks of pure hardcore 
punk / skate-thrash style of musick. ‘Playing fast and straight forward, these guys 
remind me of bands like PLAY (Phils) and Crossbone but with remarkably style that will 
Still keep their identity as a band. Formed since March of 2005, this demo-is the lone 
release from the band as they experiénced series of ups and downs-as well as the change 
of members till they finally call it quit. Nevertheless, you guys may still visit their 
page at: http://pplus.bandcamp.com or email them at: watson_noize@yahoo.com 


15.SUWAIL / BASTION OF RESISTANCE (Split CDR) 
Released date: 2018 through TalkXhit Fanzine and Records 


Both hailing from the Northern Part of Luzon, Philippines. Representing NOTORIOUS SCENE, 
SUWAIL deliver us'5 tracks (track 1 is only intro) of punk rock with some melodic tunes. 
Three piece punk lovers who also. plays: for bands such like Istukas Over Disneyland, 
Monthly Red and Jacked Posse. Songs runs from seconds to less than a maximum of almost 2 
mins. Recorded at Monopond Recording studio, the quality is good as it sounds clear and 
balance. Next i's BASTION OF RESISTANCE, a Punk Hardcore band who offers 6 tracks melodic 
yet beatdown type of hardcore of which reminds me of so much NYC hardcore. Three piece 
dual vocals, it makes me imagine people moshin and doing some two steps. Both bands 
deserved to be checked out so feel free to contact them through: TalkXhit Records 351 
San Vicente, Mexico, Pampanga or email them through: Talkxhit23@gmail.com 


16.DOWNHILL TO HELL / THE HOLIDAY - (Split CDR) 
Released date: 2018 through FalkXhit Fanzine and Records 


1st band is Downhill to Hell (DTH) from Hinigaran, Bacolod who plays skate punk, they 
share their 5 tracks of Late 80’s and early 90’s-style of punk rock tunes sounds like 
‘Bouncing Souls and Pennywise. All songs are originally writen by the band and my fave 
tPack here is the song UNITE (track no. 5). These young bloods from Bacolod will 
definitely share-much for the punk rock scene’in Visayas in the near future. Next is 
THE HOLIDAY (TH), a melodic punk rock hailing from Pampanga. Though they are 2 piece 
on this recording, still they delivers a worth listening tunes that for being so much 
catchy I almost sing with them while listening to this records. Sharing 5 tracks in this 
split,all original with emotional lyrics. Go check them both through: DTH @ http://www. 
facebook.com/420DTH666/ or email them at: gabenmatti93@gmail.com / TH @ gandhitoons@ 
yahoo.com / talkxhit23@gmail.com 

17.UNFORCE - Time for Change (CD) f 

Released date: 2010 through xConvictionx ‘Records / xThinkPositivex Records / Thus Gives 
One Records (Malaysia) and MYO zine and distro \ 


Representing Far South Resistance originating from PAGBILAO, Quezon, UNFORCE featured 
their 10 songs (9 original, 1 cover song from the veterans FEUD) of fast, melodic, youth 
crew xStraight Edgex hardcore punk. The songs normally share the straightedge hardcore 
lifestyle, beliefs and ideas. Fave tracks here are FIGHT FOR CHANGE and TOGETHER WE 
STAND. The packaging is in Pro-CD with complete inlays and covers that also contains 
lyrics sheet. Though it was released 8 years ago, it is something I keep since this is 
one of the few releases from Pagbilao crew. Hoping they could jam and build again new 
inspiration to the scene. Go and check them out at: www.myspace.com/xunforcex orhttps:// 
xunforcex.bandcamp.com. You may also email them at: xunforcex@yahoo.com 


18.REPUGNANT - Victim of Nationalism / SAF 44 (CDR) 

Released ‘date: 30 July 2015 (self-released) 

Heavily influenced by Marijuana and their socio-political views, REPUGNANT. offered us 5 
tracks. of untainted crust grind right straight from hell. This released was a tribute 
to all the victims of nationalism particularly the issue of the fallen SAF 44. The 
sounds was pretty raw though you can still ‘feel the anger and hatred of the splattered 
and gruff vocals. Recorded and Mix by Selo Bularon, this is the 2nd release since their 
self-titled demo. Check them out through: www.facebook.com/RepugnantPunk or http:// 
repugnant. bandcamp.com 


19.ANINOKO - Self-titled (PRO-CD) 
Released date: 18 July 2015 through AKLASAN RECORDS 


Talking about active punk scene, San Francisco. Bay Area California, U.S of A has it 
till now. AninoKo, a fast hardcore punk composed of 4 Filipino Américan who keeps on 
fighting for the Filipino/People rights as Immigrants in the foreign land, talking about 
community issues and bullshits in general, this band contributed a lot for their scene 
as they bestowed 7 tracks of straight forward punk hardcore tunes. All songs are written 
in Tagalog and that what makes this release more unique and interesting. Formed since 
May 2014 and being the first SF/Bay .Area’s all Filipino punk band, they were able to 
offers 3 releases. I suggest you contact them for more info through: aninoko4@gmail.com 
or check them through their page @: http://aninoko.bandcamp.com 


20.MOSHPIG - Self-titled (PRO-CD) 

Released date: Mid-2016 through self released in: cooperation with LAS VEDAS. recording 
studio pi 

Three piece french grinders from Montpellier, a city in. southern France. This guys 
brings a lot of energy for every show. Can’t forget the times we are with them here in 
Dubai. The d.i.y spirit, passion and punk attitude are all present with them. Playing 
2 shows in U.A.E, I was able to support them by also buying this piece of release CD 
which they signed as my remembrance from them. Now lets get back to their music, this 
record delivers 8 tracks of no bullshit, fast as fuck hardcore violence. It runs only 
9:28mins but worth your time to listen if you love this type of music. Fave frack here 
are track no. 1 (This life) and track no. 8 (Lyrics?). Great short record. Contact them 
at: http://moshpig34.bandcamp.com 


21.NOISEAR / DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION - Split tape (PRO CD) 
SEARS, ocrAngaen Released date: July. 2012 through POWER-IT-UP.DE 


7. 20 songs of pure grindcore mayhem between two sick bands. To start with, Mexico’s NOISEAR 

, pounded 9 tracks of tight as fuck painful blastbeats and earnest vocals-that blends well 
S) iy to metallic to melodic technical riffing which make all songs very well put together 
j plus the good lyric writings which make it easier to relate. Paris, France’s DEPARTMENT 
OF CORRECTION does some incredibly anguished, super fast dual’ mic vocals with ear 
pounding blastbeats which makes this record worth to listen for. Delivering 11 tracks of 
} oldschool grindcore. Good split and very appealing to those grindcore -freaks outhere. 

Check them out at: http://www.power-it-up.de or through their bandcamps. 


22.CORBATA - Un Odio Sin Fin (PRO CD) 
Released date: December 2018 through Bloodbath Records Vietnam 


Brutal Sonic Violence from Tokyo, Japan. This is one of the real well done traditional 
grindcore violence out of Japan. These guys knows what grindeore freaks looking at when 
they offer this 10 tracks of relentless drum beats by Matsu and with mix vocals of 
Piratus, and the metallic to hardcore riffs which is well blended to the ‘distorted bass 
of YUU. Lyrics are written in three different languages and the recording are tight and 
awesomely mastered/mixed, black and gray inlay with lyrics sheet that makes it a nicely 
done 2nd album. Fave track here are track no. 2 (Ace sporta casadaco) and track=4 (Alba). 
Better check it for yourself. Contact them: timeline0516@gmail.com or check them out at: 
http: //timeline0516.wix.com/corbata 


23.GANGRENE - Chapters of Decay (PRO CDR) 
Released date: 2018. through Berdugo“Records 
www. berdugorecords.com/contact@berdugorecords.com 


Talking about some grueling stuffs, you should check this bastards from South. Delivering 
42 tracks of crusty goregrind, this will- make you drowned from your own diarrhea. When 
they. propagate you from their bizzare regurgitation, it will definitely make you feel 
pester. The atrocities of their. defilement will surely manifest the chapters of .your 
¢ decay. The tumour that is violently putrefied from the selfless imagination which will 
ft surely inspired you from listening. to this record. Recorded and Mixed at EarBender 
Studio, you cannot say no to this as this endeavor you for more. Packaging is sick 
and tight, with autopsy report and full size printed artwork and inserts/ads. Highly 
recommended.to those goregrind fanatics outhere. Go check it out: www.gangrenegoregrind. 


‘ bandcamp.com or www.gangrenegoregrind.blogspot.com 
——s—i 
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24.ALAHADUPAKS - Third World Contamination 

Format: CDR 

-Originally released back in 1995 as cassette format. 
-Self release 


Hailing fromthe far south of luzon, Lucena City, Philippines. These 4 teenagers turned 
Tito’s of the scene contributed their 11 tracks of pure angst raw punk tunes. Not bad 
for an old record and good thing they still keep it treasured. I am not lucky to watch 
them live back on their early years but sure thing is they are awesome. What I.like on 
this re-release are they were able to share their lyrics, reason for me to sing along 
while playing this disc. Being active on their passion for solidarity and volunteerism, 
Alahadupaks is heart. Inspired their community to continue the ethics of sharing “Food 
Not Bombs” way. Thumbs up to our brothers. 


25.FAT RANDALL, - Keep It Down 
Format: PRO-CD 
Released date: 04 June. 2016 


First time to see these guys live back in August 2014, that was the first show I attended 
in Dubai and seeing them live is “an awesome experienced. Its like I’m watching the 
Blink 182. A week after that show they released their first EP, and its boom. This is 
it. A nice punk rock band in Dubai. In this review, I’m going to tell you something 
about their second EP titled KEEP IT DOWN, consisting of 6 tracks pop punk rock tunes 
that will surely catches your attention. The melody of each track makes me reminisce my 
highschool days where you just skate and listen to punk music during your spare-time. 
The quality and execution of music will definitely makes you dance the pogo. You will 
ask for more once you’ve listen to this’ so be prepared. My favorite tracks here are 
track no. 1 (letting go) and track no. 3 (paranoia)., artwork cover nails it and I wish 
I could see their lyrics to sing while I listened to it. I strongly suggest that you guys 
check them out. Invite them to your party and have fun. Cheers to FAT RANDALL, Salute 
to their Filipino drummer, Raymond (who also play drums for TYRANNY RISING) keep it up! 


26.NO ONE WINS - In Mortem Libertas 

Format: CD 

Released date: 18 May 2019 

Delusion of Terror Records / Counterflow / Demiurge Digital 


What do you expect if you will listen to exactly 43 minutes and 18 seconds, 12 tracks 
of undefinable kind of musick. Each track has its own kind of twist and thats make it 
hard to categofized. One thing is for sure, they are all wholesome. Their songs is a 
combination of some straight forward hardcore, to melodic yet ear pounding metallic 
crust with each songs the vocals delivers some gruff screeches and growl to-pummeling 
angry screams: which makes it more unique. Given all the elements mentioned, they manage 
it to, became listenable without any boring part. Honestly, I love this piece. This is my 
new lullaby, fave track here is track no. 2 (olympia) and track no. 10 (stegosaur). So 
guys, what are you waiting for? Grab a copy and shove it into your throat. 


27.BANZAI CHARGE - Demo 

Format: Cassette tape 

Release date: March 2019 

“Contact them at: banzaicharge.bandcamp.com 


Well, if you think they are from Japan, then you'got it all wrong. This four sick bastards 
are from Philippines. Members of Sister Bastards, Hangal, Commit Arson and Malicious 
Existence, no one can stop them as they deliver 5 tracks of Pure Noise PowerViolence. 
Additional elements were added for more skull crushing experience. Good thing here 
is that they included the lyrix sheet so you may understand what your listening to. 
Recorded, Mixed and Mastered by our friend Selo Bularon, this record will definitely be 
added to your collection. I hope for more guys. Keep it up! Banzai Charrrrrrgggeeeeee!! ! 
28.RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE - Utter Discomfort f 

Format: Cassette tape 

Release date: Originally released back in December 2018 and was re-release .in cassette 
format in 2019 by DELUSION OF TERROR RECORDS 

religiousobservance.bandcamp.com 


Formed back in 2015 at Melbourne, Australia. These, Sludge Doom Noise psychos, hammers 5 
tracks of pure mayhem that showcase the heaviness of Sludge and Doom in one. I personally 
experienced head-banging while playing this stuff. Feels like I’m downed in smoke and 
booze after a half day of duty at work. The gruff vocals, the heart pounding drum beats 
and the amazing guitars and bass riffs are awesome not forgetting the noise: elements 
from X. Can’t wait to grab a new copy of their release. Fave track here is their album 
title itself, track no. 5° (Utter Discomfort). Highly recommended to all the Sludge/Doom 
freaks outthere. 


29.ANGRY FARMERS - Pest Control 

Format: CD 

Released date: 04 May 2019 

Self-released, contact them: angryfarmers420@gmail.com 


They-are not just angry, they are very angry and they absolutely hate you if you use to 
be: as Stupid as the failed system. Three piece of nature and beer loving fellas from 
Beyrouth,, Lebanon. We were able to hang out with them and stay in» their organic farm 
called “Beyond'Organic” for some quite time and had a little jam. This album consist of 
12 tracks of punk, doom, stoner grunge of musick which can also be defined as witch punk. 
Iam very curious about the lyrics but I.will-leave it as a mystery till I hang out with 
them again hopefully. The songs are all original and what. makes it-more interesting is 
that every tracks has its own style and uniqueness. My .favorite tracks here are track 
no. 1 (gods garbage) and track no. 4 (witch doctor). You must get a,copy of this and 
listen it to yourself. Recommended. for all the farmers outthere especially to those who 
loves early Amebix releases. Much love and respect to Tex, Jaccob and Harout, cheers! 


30.NIGHTCHAINS - Metal to the Bone 

Format: PRO CD 

Released date: Self produced and released in Beirut back in 03/06/2005 
re-released by Dead. Master’s Beat (DBM) Records, Germany (03/06/2010) 


While in the midst of most intense fucked up moments of Lebanon, NIGHTCHAINS released 
their Full Length early 80’s type of Heavy/Thrash Metal musick. 8 tracks of pure drunk, 
pissed, thrash metal tunes that is.surely full of angst. I can’t imagine the era while 
they are still active and yet they are facing chaos and war. This band is one-of the 
bands of Tex Rat (Vox/Guitar of Angry Farmers) who introduce Lebanon to the underground 
punk and metal scene. Good thing is Chris of DBM Records re-released it and I was able 
to get one of the few precious copy from Tex while we are on tour in Lebanon. Each track 
is awesome and for this album I can say all tracks are my favorite. I rarely listen to 
musick like this but this one is one hell of a release. Bonus tracks are from the other 
band of Tex Rat in 2007, shortly after the war they formed THE GAMBLERS. (Total of 12 
tracks, 56:05mins). What are you waiting for? Contact Tex Rat at: tarekrabah@outlook. 
; com or DBM records for any copy. < 


31.Silverback - The Fallen -Eeaves Do Not Resent The Wind 

Format: CD 

Release date: November 16, 2016 / Japan 

Under the Heavy Metal label: SPIRITUAL BEAST (Japan) 

Contact at: mail@spiritual-beast.com 

Formed since 1987 from Sapporo, Hokkaido Japan. These 3 piece heavy metal band delivers 
10 tracks of melodic yet progressive heavy metal. tunes which songs ranges from not 
less than 3 minutes. to more than 10 minutes and good thing that it is sung in English 
f language. I can still imagine how Kiyo, Yuki and Kamio performing live. The riffs and 
drum beats are awesome as it brings a different level of intensity which blends well both 
lyrically and musically. Definitely one of those brilliant releases from Silverback. My 
favorite song here is the album titled itself. An epic 10:36 mins no boring part song 
I (track no. 4). 

t Contact them at: http://silverback-japan.com/ 

f https: //m.facebook.com/pages/category/Musician-Band/silverback. japan. sapporo/about/ 


32.PUNISHMENT FOR BARBARIAN / WHILE THE CITY BURNS split 
Format: PRO CD 

Released by/date: Bloodbath Records 2019 

Contact at: c/o Yutaka Kimura 

1-6-2, Kokubun 

Ichikawa, Chiba, Japan 

272-0834 


Both Punishment for Barbarian and While the City Burns have. teamed up to delivery a 

t punishing and ear blasting old school grindcore. This split serves up 8 tracks of 

: .,. brutalizing pro alcoholic distorted mince noise from Japan. Punishment. for Barbarian 
lay down the first 4 songs of throat kicking crazy-fast attack that will surely have you 
drown in a strong beer. Takeshi (vocals) is definitely drunk on this recording so as 
Ardee (guitar). While the ‘City Burns sound just as good as their live performance. It 
reminds me of Krupskaya and the,likes. The vokills are killer, fast, angry and screechy. 
I cannot say more. about Matsu (drummer) as he always brings energy to a band. This is a 
good split so please check-out some of their other releases if you get a chance. 
*Contact bands thru their own facebook page. 


33.PUNISHMENT FOR BARBARIAN 

Format: CDR 

Released / Produced date: -PXFxB Records on February 2015 (Japan) 
Contact: Check bands FB page for info 


BARBARIAN 


What can I say about Punishment for Barbarian aside from they are totally and awesomely 
kick ass! I don’t think this band could be easily compared to any other because of 
their musick (as it is Grindcore) the style particularly the thrashing riffs which will 
remind you of 80’s and the pummeling yet heavy angry straight to your’ face vocals are 
packed with passion. If you love Japanese Grindcore, you really need this. Some lyrix 
are in English and it speaks about myth of Equality and the distorted system and life 
in general. This is an essential release! 


——s—i 


INTERVIEW WITH JONG PAIREZ AND BAS UMALI ABOUT ANARCHISM IN THE 
PHILIPPINES 


The interview was conducted in 2010 for the German book »Von Jakarta bis Johannesburg: | Anarchismus 
weltweit«. This 4s the original English version. 


In the last decade, a remarkably strong anarchist movement seems to have developed in the Philippines. Can 
you give us a short overview? 


Jong: There have been a number of published writings recently about Anarchism in the Philippines, most 
of it are reflections and prospects towards an alternative form of struggle and organising that veers 
away from the traditions of the predominant Philippine Left. The selected writings I could remember was 
Bas Umali’s- “Archipelagic Confederation: An Anarchist Alternative for the~Philippines” and Marco Cuevas- 
Hewitt’s “Sketches of an Archipelagic Poetics of Postcolonial Belonging”. Both articles are looking towards 
the importance of diversity and decentralized horizontal politics which is commonly overlooked by the Left 
and Government who are both united towards the-aim of building a unified nation-state. As Marco argued, 
“Nationalism in this sense might even be considered as a kind of ‘internal imperialism’.” 

However, given that we have these amazing theories, this is not always coherent in praxis. And I simply 
mean here that the movement who is capable. of transmitting an anarchist mindset within various sectors 
of Philippine society is generally in its infant stage. There are plenty of shortcomings to accept ‘and 
consider. But on the other hand I see the shortcomings as.a positive advantage for the emerging anarchist 
movement because it provides us chances to creatively experiment and learn from mistakes. 


Are there any historical movements. in the Philippines whose politics had, from your perspective, anarchist 
dimensions? 


Jong: Compared to anarchist movements in Europe and East Asia, most especially in Japan, the Philippines 
has no history of modern anarchist traditions and struggle in the late 19th century and early 20th century. 
Since late 19th century and during the peak of anti-colonial struggle against Spain and American Imperialism 
in the early 20th century, revolutionary groups were all pre-occupied by thoughts on National Liberation. 
But according to Benedict Anderson, in his book “Under the Three Flags”, the popularity of 18th century 
anarchists in Europe had a huge impact on Filipino intellectuals who were students then in Madrid. One of 
them, Jose Rizal, wrote fiction novels that were important for the history of the Philippine revolution. 
In Rizal’s novel, “El Filibusterismo”, the protagonist is reminiscent of Ravachol - a French anarchist who 
is known for avenging the oppressed workers by throwing bombs targeting Authorities. Rizal symbolically 
represented.this as the desperation of the Filipino people to liberate themselves from colonialism. 
However, anarchist theory and praxis never did proliferate in that period as a legitimate revolutionary 
alternative against colonialism in the Philippines. Yet, not-unlike in Japan, anarchism had sown its seeds 
already during the Meiji and Taisho periods — Japanese anarchists became instrumental in the history 
of building militant unionism and anti-war/anti-Emperor struggles. But obviously there is a contextual 
difference between .the Japanese and the Filipino experience. Nevertheless, this doesn’t mean. that the 
Filipino experience has no history of anti-authoritarian struggle. 

If the pacified Filipino natives, especially the discontented Principalia class, were imagining a nation- 
state independent from’ their colonizers, our indigenous brothers on the other side were continuously 
fighting to defend their egalitarian ways of living in the mountains and other areas from the archipelago 
remote from colonialism. Quasi-religious insurrections in Philippine history are also attributed to anti- 
authoritarian struggles due to their nature of preserving autonomy. 


Bas: Jose Rizal’s novel depicts the oppressive colonial society and his solution to the ‘perennial 
condition. One could inquire where Jose Rizal derived the idea of exterminating the entire colonial elite 
by igniting the nitroglycerine hidden in a lamp from? Rizal’s long stay.in Europe made him aware of the 
Propaganda by the Deed. carried out by the anarchists. At the same time, his campaign for education as one 
of the key components to freedom is similar to Ferrer and anarcho-syndicalism in Spain. 

In 1901, Isabelo de Los Reyes returned home from the prison cell of Montjuich in Spain to face the new enemy 
that disembarked from the modern warships in Manila Bay. De Los Reyes’ frame of struggle was far different 
from the nationalists we Know today as heroes. Firstly, his object of criticism was imperialism. He attacked 
the American corporations and organized workers and urban poor communities in Manila. 

He practiced what he learned from his anarchists cell mates (like Ramon Sempau) in Spain, where anarcho- 
syndicalism was popular among workers. He organized the Union Obrera Democratica (UOD), the first workers’ 
union in the Archipelago. Direct actions through creative picket lines and strikes launched by workers 
and communities particularly in Tondo rocked the colonial government and its corporate partners and the 
local elite. \ 

It seems that in quite a lot of your work you try to relate anarchist ideas to traditional ways of social 
organizing on the Philippine islands. Can you tell us more about this? 


Bas: In my.view, since time immemorial, anarchism is has been present in the archipelago; primitive 
communities from coastal to upland areas flourished and utilized autonomous and decentralized political 
patterns that’ facilitated proliferation of highly diverse cultures and lifestyles. 

Primitive social organizations continuously evolved until social stratifications formed and became 
institutions.*The archipelago has various tribes with their own self-identity, culture, and socio-political 
organization. Before authoritarianism infected the revolutionary movement of the archipelago, direct action 
was already practiced. One example is the incident from the 20th of February, 1872, when seven Spanish 
officers were killed in a mutiny at. the Cavite Naval Shipyards. As a consequence, the Spanish authorities 
ordered the arrest of creoles,.mestizos, secular priests, merchants, lawyers and even members of colonial 
administration. In order to institute fear in the minds of the people, a brief kangaroo trial was held 
and three secular priests were garroted in front of forty-thousand people. Six months later, 1200 workers 
went on strike, setting the first record in the history of the archipelago. Many people were arrested but 


the administration failed to identify a leader and everyone was released eventually. General. Izquierdo 
apparently concluded that “the International has spread its black wings to cast.its nefarious shadow over 
the most remoté lands.” 

\ 


How did the traditional forms or organization relate to the independence movement? ‘ 


Bas: The propaganda movement basically composed of local.educated elite adopted the framework brought by 
the “Enlightenment” in Europe. Giant names in history like Rizal, Aguinaldo, Jacinto, Bonifacio, Luna, 
Mabini, Del Pilar, were highly exposed to the nationalism that they used as a basis of uniting the oppressed 
people. 

The elite successfully created the idea of an abstract large-scale community integrating highly diverse 
cultures. The culmination of the agitation of the propaganda movement was the establishment of Katipunan 
that later became the earliest government in the archipelago patterned to the nationalist framework of the 
west. Centralistic, coercive and patriarchal institutions dominated the social relations in the archipelago 
and undermined the traditional theme of mutual cooperation and diversity. Slavery existed in the form 
of polo (forced labor), poverty and marginalisation introduced to the local communities that used to be 
prosperous and live in relative freedom. 

Except of the tribes and communities who went into the. most remote areas and to southern Mindanao,, the 
entire archipelago became part of the Regalian doctrine and Spanish hierarchy. 


What can you tell us about the current anarchist movement in the Philippines? 


Bas: Currently, broader. non-hierarchical social organization is limited to the indigenous groups that 
effectively maintain traditional practices. In a general sense, after the disintegration of UOD, anti- 
authoritarian activism and movements became dormant. Yet, anarchy is fairly strong in many places in Luzon, 
Visayas) and Mindanao. The resilience of indigenous communities can be related through their autonomous 
traditions; for them, they are not part but co-exist with the state. 

In terms of activism and movement, anarchy and anti-authoritarianism began to regain its momentum in the 
Punk scene during the early 1980s. The anti-authoritarian politics initially started as a critique of the 
conventional character of Philippine society. 

During the early 1990s, the community of anti-authoritarians in the Punk and Hardcore scene started to 
display anti-hierarchical politics and conscious anarchist propaganda. The movement continuously attracted 
individuals, especially after the anti-WT0 riots in Seattle ignited by the Black Bloc — the Propaganda by 
the Deed of our time. 

Numerous collectives have formed in the National Capital Region (NCR), in Davao, Cebu, Lucena and other 
cities.) They have conducted various activities and direct actions such as Food Not Bombs, community-based 
workshops, picket lines, forums, publications, gigs, graffiti and other activities that are directed 
against hierarchy. 


Jong: Since the turn of the 21st century, activist groups and collectives who identify themselves as 
anarchists are sprouting like wild mushrooms in the Philippines. Though their historical background didn’t 
take root from the late 19th-century Anarchism but rather from the 1980’s Punk phenomenon. I would like 
to. dis¢uss this phenomenon a bit more, in particular its importance for the present, emerging anarchist 
movement in the Philippines. 

The Punk ‘subculture came to the Philippine shore as a result of the Filipino diaspora? Its’ beginnings was 
attributed to rich teenage Filipinos from Europe and the United States returning to.the Philippines as 
“Balikbayan” (meaning: “balik” is return, “bayan” is homeland) in the late 1970’s. They brought Punk rock 
music to the Philippines, which was later popularized by the DZRJ+810 AM “Rock of Manila” radio program. 
During{this time the Military Dictatorship of then President Ferdinand Marcos was on its heights. The 
media Was controlled by the State but a few and-small radio stations managed to operate outside the State 
sanctions. Upon broadcasting the music of the Sex Pistols, The Clash and the Boomtown Rats, among many 
others; to stunned Manila listeners, the “Pinoy Punk” rock scene was born. 

Thereafter, Punk rock music represented the dissatisfaction of Filipino youngsters against conservative 
Philippine society in’ the early 1980’s. .In the beginning it was simply just another musical upheaval 
and very apolitical in nature, but later it developed a radical approach in challenging. authoritarian 
Philippine society. Youngsters started to explore the politics of Anarchism and Do-it-Yourself (DIY) 
associated with Punk rock music. 

However, the golden age of the Punk: rock scene in the Philippines coincided with Punk’s decadence in 
the West. After a century of Punk as a threat to mainstream society, the mass media started embracing 
Punk images and became instrumental to new marketing strategies by big multi-national companies. In 
the Philippines, softdrink multi-nationals such as Pepsi Cola started sponsoring Punk.band contests on 
Philippine TV during the Marcos Dictatorship’s early period of decline in mid-1980’s. Several years later 
after the Dictatorship was replaced by a democratic government under the Aquino Regime, local mass media 
hyped-up a°satanic cult scare, to discredit the local Punk scene as a way to cover-up the bloody Mendiola 
massacre that was perpetrated by the then incumbent ‘regime. 

The influx of other musical genres, such as New Wave, Hip-Hop and crossover subcultures came ‘to shore, and 
it eventually created a divide between Punk and others. Even within the local Punk scene fragmentation was 
so rampant that it sometimes resulted in a number of groups and tribes/gangs who would frequently clash due 
to their musical differences. This trend of fragmentation was also seen among the Maoist Left. 


It seems like the Left in the Philippines has often been characterized by severe infighting. So, is this 
beginning to manifest itself in the anarchist movement as well? 


Jong: The early 1990’s are considered as the period of the “Great Leftist Split” due to the failure of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) to lead the overthrow of the Marcos Dictatorship. The once strong 
and*cohesive Leftistimovement was weakened by a series of factions and infighting among Party cadres and 
their Mass organizations. Worst as that they even killed each other ‘due to their unsettled differences on 
ideological stands regarding the failure to lead the people’s uprising in EDSA. Apparently, this violent 
fragmentation is one among the causes of the emerging anarchist movement’s shortcomings and mistakes - the 


petty claims of who is more anarchist and who is not. 


My only hope is to overcome this mistake by embracing our varied differences and be true more to the idea 
of diversity. And I think- the other way to transcend this shortcomings is to learn from the ways of life 
and experiences of our indigenous brothers and sisters in the archipelago because there is more to learn 
outside the ghetto of Punkdom.- Most especially if we want to .be open to dialogue. 


The authoritarian Left has always been fairly strong in the Philippines. Why has the space for anarchist 
politics been limited despite the historical reference points that you have mentioned? 


Bas: The influence of the authoritarian. Left came to the archipelago after the disintegration of the UOD. 
From the UOD’s remains, a hierarchical party set to grab political power was organized. The influence of 
Bolshevism facilitated the establishment of the first authoritarian workers’ party. 

Later, Maoism dominated the revolutionary movement in the archipelago. From a semi-colonial, semi-feudal 
analysis of Philippine society, the Maoists set up a strategic people’s war that was supposed to take off 
from the countryside relying on the strength of the peasants. 

The National Democratic Front (NDF) became the most influential bloc within the Leftist network during the 
Marcos years. It was directly influenced by the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and reinforced 
by. the party’d growing armed wing, the New People’s Army (NPA). that was able to form battalions in many 
strategic regions in Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 

The radicalism displayed by the authoritarian political blocs attracted many sectors, including the youth, 
and this in substantial, numbers. United against the fascists, the popular front continuously gained 
influence. 

The CPP.-NPA-NDF alliance, whose primary means of grabbing political power was armed struggle, was pushed 
aside by the popular bloodless uprising that was successfully led by the elite opposition that installed 
the Aquino government. In the mid-1990’s, the fragmentation of the biggest leftist political bloc commenced 
and some time later people started to point guns at one another. Various strains of Leftist political blocs 
formed after the “great debate”. They have been thriving in NGOs and in civil society. The most influential 
within the authoritarian left has been the co-called “reaffirmist” (RA) bloc, the mother organization 
maintaining the largest resources, including the most active armed wing, until today. 


We understand that you are involved in many efforts to connect anarchists throughout. the Asia-Pacific 
, region. How effective are your networking attempts and what are the promises they hold? 


Jong: The availability of new media téchnology such as the Internet can be a helpful tool in achieving a 
de-fragmented form of organising which could result in a web of networks that will work for the advantage 
of furthering our cause. That is why we are working out the establishment of a journal that communicates 
our local struggles in Asia-Pacific and beyond. This journal, which we intend to publish online and in 
print, will also be our tool to share experiences and build a solidarity network. 


What are your hopes for anarchist politics overall? 


Bas: The ecology is critical to human’s survival and existence. During the primitive times, the natural 
resources were in perfect health and sustainably managed by the communities under the theme of mutual 
cooperation and the recognition of diverse ways of life. One can always raise the population factor, that 
is, claiming that the smaller the community the lesser its impact on the environment; or one could suggest 
that primitive technology was too limited to exploit our resources and so on. But one could also assert 
that it has much to do with the intention of the users of a particular natural habitat. If one’s desire is 
to maintain and sustain socio-cultural needs of a community, there’s no need to overexploit its resources, 
especially when this concerns the means to ‘survive. 

Mainstream economy, is designed to achieve infinite growth by further increasing production and sales; but 
the very source of raw materials, essential for the entire global ecology, is finite and has defined limits. 
An economy that encourages activities that seek to extract massive incentives can only lead to massive 
exploitation of natural resources and human labor (mental & physical). This means poverty of the many who 
have no control over the means of production and no access to the use of natural resources. 

Knowing the potential of humans, a few primitive people armed only with stones and sticks have the ability 
to wipe out a herd of hoofed mammals. However, since these humans hunt not to acquire wealth and property 
but to provide needs of their communities, they will only kill the animals they need. Much of this is now 
out of balance. Take the example of a small community. on an island highly dependent on fishing. It used its 
upland resources of trees to make boats. But since timber got a good price on the market, the community was 
enticed to harvest all of its forest resources. Now both the island’s ecosystem and livelihood is destroyed. 
In the archipelago, our ancestors did engage in local warfare and hostilities but not to dominate. 
They conducted raids, ambushes and conventional warfare but not to establish central power to rule the 
archipelago in uniformity. Their’ conflict was*due to unsettled debt, revenge, and unresolved territorial 
disputes. 

Deriving wisdom from the autonomous politics and non-hierarchical. social relations of our primitive 
communities is a process of recreating our own future social relationship. The several. political 
exercises in our history proved nothing in terms of addressing critical issues such as poverty, political 
marginalization, slavery, and resource degradation. 

The experiences of the authoritarian Left in Vietnam, Cambodia, China, Cuba, Russia, Germany, North Korea 
and other socialist states proved that the centralization of power will give special privileges to the few 
who have access to power. 

As human beingS we are just a part of the infinitely diverse global ecosystem; we are not above of it. 
Creating a system that is advantageous only to a single stakeholder will only end-up coercing. Anarchy is a 
social process in which the community directly participates. Conscious effort will lead to the establishment 
of systems that are designed to accommodate highly diverse interests, views, conceptions and identities 
in a horizontal manner. It will seek to establish systems, for mutual cooperation to facilitate voluntary 
processes of production as well as collective and direct community management of natural resources. 

The establishment of a non-hierarchical society that is free of poverty, coercion, slavery, and patriarchy, 


while demonstrating.a.way of life,-consistent with out ecological system, is very hard to achieve. But it is 
an aspiration based on concrete experiences and practices of many communities in many places of the globe. 
Probably, we will not,see this society in my lifetime, as privileged groups will surely exhaust all possible 
means and resources to maintain the status quo and to defend institutions that reinforce the centralization 
of power. Education “is the key to individual and social emancipation. Our awareness:against the state and 
other institutions that reinforce centralization of political power is very essential in creating a. new 
social order. 

* 

Jong Pairez and Bas Umali are originally from Manila. They are active in arts projects and political 
initiatives such as the Anarchist Initiative for Direct Democracy and the South East Asia Autonomous 
Network. 

http: //www.alpineanarchist.org/r_i_philippines_english. html 
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ANG DREADLOCKS NI BOB MARLEY at ang 
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FE ¥ niet i a Se he a 
MAKATANG BISAYA NA SI YOYOY VILLAME 


(by Bas Umali) 


Ang salitang dreadlocks ay karaniwang tumutukoy sa pagkakaayos ng buhok i.e. yung magkakadikit na naghugis 
Ppabilog (natural na proseso man o ginantsilyo. Para sa rastafarian katulad ni Bob Marley, ang dreads ay 
tumutukoy sa taong may Seryosong intensyon, plano o layunin partikular ang pag-atake sa Babylon). 

Ayon sa mga naisulat na; ang salitang reggae ay unang ginamit noong huling bahagi ng 1960s ng sumikat 
ang “Do the Reggay” na kanta ng The Maytals. Hindi eklusibo kay Bob Marley ang reggae, siya kasama ng 
The Wailers at iba pa ay bahagi lang ng umuunlad na reggae. bilang isang tipo ng musika na ang komon na 
pinagsimulan ay: rocksteady at ska. 


Ang pampulitikang laman at maalab na pagyakap ni Bob Marley sa Rastafarianism ay nagluwal ng mistikal na 
tipo ng reggae. 


May mga posibleng kadahilanan para isiping may hibo ng eurocentrismo ang reggae, ang ekstra-ordinaryong 
kasikatan ni Bob Marley ay may kaugnayan sa pagdadala ng reggae sa Britanya at iba pang bahagi ng Europa. 
Hindi magiging malawak ang impluwensya ng reggae kung ito ay nalimitahan lang sa Jamaica. Maraming puti at 
kanluranin. ang yumakap sa kulturang ito na tila kumukumpiska sa tunay at kalikasan ng reggae; sa puntong 
ito maaring maiugnay ang eurocentrismo. 


Ang isla ng Jamaica ay matatagpuan sa karagatan ng Carribean, ito ang ika-limang pinakamalaking isla sa 
nabanggit na bahagi ng karagatan; ang mga katutubo dito ay tinatawag na Xaymaca. Santiago ang dating tawag 
dito at sakop ito ng Espanya; noong 1566 naging sakop ito ng Inglatera (na naging Britanya) at tinawag 
ngang Jamaica at nakamit ang independesya noong Agosto 1962. 


Isang malaking pagkakamali na ikahon ang reggae sa marijuana, hindi eksklusibo sa reggae ang marijuana. 
Hindi maitatatwa ang.napakalaking pakinabang at benepisyo ng halamang ito (mula dulo ng ugat hanggang dulo 
hg dahon; medisina, gamot, industriya, pagkain, kalikasan at iba pa). Ang marijuana ay isang bahagi lang 
ng makulay na kultura ng mga Rastafarian, katulad kung paano ito ginagamit ni Abraham Lincoln o ng+mga 
katutubo at ibang *komunidad sa iba’t-ibang bahagi ng daigdig. 


——s—i 


Ang isa sa pinakamalalim na bahagi ng reggae ni Bob Marley ay ang pampulitikang konteksto nito; hindi biro 
ang pangaral niya sa kanyang mga kanta ng pagtuligsa sa Kahirapan at racism. Gayundin ang paghikayat ng 
pagkakaisa ng mga itim upang labanan.ang diskriminasyon at pag-alis ng sistema ng pang-aalipin; pagkamit 
ng panlipunang hustisya para sa pansariling determinasyon ng mga itim mula sa iba’t-ibang komunidad sa 
Afrika..Ang mga sumusunod ay bahagi ng kanta ni Bob Marley na “War”, ang pyesang ito ay parte ng talumpati 
ng Emperor ng Ethiopia na si-Haile Selassie sa isang pagpupulong sa U.N.: 


: “That until there no longer, first class and second class citizens of any nation. 

Until the colour of a man’s skin is of no more significance than the colour of his eyes — me say war. 
That until the basic human rights are equally guaranteed to all, without regard to race — dis a war. 
That until that day the dream of lasting peace, world citizenship rule of international morality 
Will remain in but a fleeting illusion to be pursued, but never attained — now everywhere is war — war. 
And until the ignoble and unhappy regimes that hold our brothers in angola, in mozambique, south africa, 
sub-human bondage have been toppled, utterly destroyed — well, everywhere is war — me say war.” 


Kasing linaw ng kristal ang mensahe: ang hindi pagkakapantay-pantay ng turingan dahil sa kulay o posisyon 
sa lipunan ay nagreresulta ng malalim na hidwaan at nagreresulta- ng digmaan. Na darating ang punto na 
lalaban ang mga inaapi para sa pagkakapantay-pantay sa ekonomya, benepisyo at pampulitikang relasyon ng 
mga tao. 


Ang komon sa pagitan ng novelty at reggae ay kapwa ito nagbibigay ng aliw sa mga kani-kanyang mga 
tagapakinig. 


Sa maraming pagkakataon ay cool ang reggae at ang pangalang Bob Marley, sa konteksto ng Pilipinas ang 
kadalasang tagatangkilik nito ay edukado at may kakayahan sa buhay; mga propesyunal mula sa iba’t-ibang 
larangan na may akseS sa impormasyon at kakayahang magpunta sa mga lugar kung saan naroon ang kanilang 
mga interes. 

Mahirap husgahan ang mga tagapakinig; ang isang riyalidad, ang reggae para sa atin ay higit na sikat dahil 
sa nakakaindak na tyempo nito na karaniwang may tema ng pag-ibig at romansa at dagliang ikinakabit sa 
marijuana. Ang larawang naglalaro sa aking isipan ng isang reggae ‘na eksena ay isang bar sa Quezon City, 
0 Makati o\sa Libis. Ang reggae na pagdiriwang ay kadalasang marangya at napupuntahan lamang ng mga taong 


(may kakayahan.o may ekstrang budget para makabili ng alak, pulutan, pang-entrance fee, pang-taxi o may 


sasakyan, pang-dreadlocks, pang-tato at iba pa. 


Dito $a Pilipinas, hindi pa ako nakasaksi ng isang reggae event na may.pag-uusap tungkol sa kalagayan ng 
arkipelago. .Tila bihira 0 wala sa mga tagahanga ng reggae dito ang nag-uusap tungkol sa mga mapang-aping 
kalagayan ng mga tao, ang kahirapan, karahasan, digmaan at kagutuman, Gaya ng mga mensahe at papel ni Bob 
Marley sa pampulitikang konteksyo sa Jamaica at international na antas. Gayundin, wala tayong nababalitaadn 
na pinag-uusapan ng mga lokal na@ rasta ang hustisya para sa biktima ng estado sa mga, taong nagigiit ng 
kalayaang gumamit ng marijuana sa iba’t-ibang paraan. 

Maaring isipin.na ang reggae sa ngayon ay bahagi na lang ng isang komersyalisadong musika na ginagamit ng 
mga propesyunal at may kaya sa buhay bilang pang-manage ng stress. 


Mula sa Jamaica, ay pumunta tayo sa Bohol, dito sa grupo ng mga isla na tinawag na Pilipinas, katulad ng 
Jamaica, dati ring sakop ng Espanya. Tila napakalayo kung ihahambing si Yoyoy Villame sa isang higanteng 
pangalan katulad ni Bob Marley na ikino-konsiderang isa sa may pinamalaking impluwensyang mang-aawit sa 
buong daigdig. . Katulad ni Marley, ang musikerong si Yoyoy ay kakikitaan din ng pang-unawa sa kanyang 
lipunan at kalagayan. Ang mga kanta niya ay nagku-kuwento ng kasaysayan, pag-aaklas at nagbabahagi ng 
impormasyon at obserbasyon sa talaga namang sa mapang-aliw na paraan. 


Ang kritisismo sa sistema 0 sa Babylon at pagwawagayway ng alternatiba na nakaturong sa paglaya ng mga 
itim ay natural na magluwal ng seryosong porma sa musika ni Bob. Kung gaano ka seryoso si Bob, masasabi 
kong ganun din si Yoyoy Villame. Sa mga naging sikat na mang-aawit sa arkipelago, bihira ang umawit ng 
kasing seryoso ng tema niya sa awit na “Francisco Dagohoy”. 


Ang pag-aaklas ni Dagohoy ang itinuturing na pinakamahaba sa kasaysayan ng arkipelago kung saan tumagal ng 
85 taon (1744 hanggang 1829). Napasama ni Dagohoy ang maraming Boholano sa aklasan dahil sa polo sapilitang 
pagta-trabaho at pagmamalupit ng mga frayle. % 
Karamihan sa kanta ni Yoyoy ay kwela, nakakaindak at hindi perpekto ang ingles; ang Visayang accent niya 
umano ang siyang dahilan kung bakit siya laging talo sa mga paligsahan sa pag-awit. \ 


Ang accent na ito at witty na mga liriko ang siya namang naging daan niya sa kasikatan. Ang kwela ngunit 
may malalim na mga kahulugan na awit niya ay tinanggap ng malawak na ttagapakinig at maging ang ilan sa 
akademya, industriya ng musika, larangan ng pelikula ay kumilala sa kanyang angking galing. 


Ang novelty ay hango sa salitang Latin na novus na ang kahulugan ay bago, kakaiba at pagiging orihinal. 
Sa konteksto ng musika, maaring sumasakay ito sa kasikatan ng isang pyesa at binibigyan ng lirikong akma 
sa lokal na sitwasyon. 


Sinasabing si Yoyoy Villame ang itinuturing na kauna-unahang mang-aawit sa kategorya ng novelty, ito umano 
ay upang ihiwalay niya ang sarili sa iba pang mga kasabayang mang-aawit na abala sa paggaya sa mga katulad 
ni Frank Sinatra o Perry Como. 


Kung si Bob Marley ay ipinanganak-noong 1945 sa Nine Mile Village sa Saint Ann Parish sa Jamaica; bilang 
si Nesta Robert Marley; si Yoyoy naman ay isinilang sa Calape, Bohol noong 1932 sa pangalang Roman Tesorio 


Villame . 


Wala akong ebidensya kung Kilala ni Yoyoy si Bob; ang Pilipinas bilang kolonya ng Estados Unidos, higit 
na sumikat ang mga musika mula sa Amerika hanggang-sa ngayon. Higit na wala akong impormasyoh kung kilala 
ni Bob si Yoyoy at hindi ito mahalaga sa ngayon. 

Katulad,ni Bob Marley, kasing linaw din ng kristal ang mensahe ng mga awitin ni Yoyoy Villame; sa kantang 
Magellan halimbawa masasalamin ang pagtatanggol ni Lapu-Lapu sa otonomiya ng Mactan laban sa mga naunang 
pagtatangka ng okupasyon. 


On march 16, 1521 when philippines was discovered by magellan they were sailing day and-night across the 
big ocean until they saw a small limasawa island magellan landed in limasawa at noon, the people met him 
very welcome on the shore they did not understand the speaking they have done because kastila gid at 
waray-waray man when magellan landed in cebu city rajah humabon met him, they were very happy 
All people were baptized and built the church of christ and that’s the beginning of our catholic life 
[ Lyrics from: http://www.Lyricsty.Com/yoyoy-villame-magellan-lyrics.Html ] 

When magellan visited in mactan to christianize them everyone but lapu-lapu met him on the shore and 
drive magellan to go back home then magellan got so mad ordered his men to camouflage ‘mactan island we 
could not grab ‘cause lapu lapu is very hard’ then the battle began at dawn bolos and spears versus guns 
and cannons when magellan was hit on his neck he stumble down and cried and cried 


Bagamat hindi bahagi ng trabaho ang pagkumbinsi sa katutubo na maging katoliko at pag-recruit kay Raja 
Humabon upang gawing basalyo ng Hari ng Espanya; ginawa ito ni Magellan. 


Tulad nga ng nakasulat na, hindi umubra ang taktikang militar ng mga Espanyol sa mga Cebuano at nauwi 
sa masaker at mabuti na lang ay nautusan pa ni Magellan ang ilan sa kanyang mga tauhan na tumalilis. Na 
kalaunan ang ilan sa‘kanila ay naging bihag at alipin din ng mga lokal na pinuno. 


Ang mga OFWs ay isa simbolo ng Pilipinas sa pangdaigdigang kalakalan; dahil sa SOBRANG TALINO ng GOBYERNO 
at gaya-gaya at sunod-sunurang republika ay nabigo na paunlarin ang mga batayang sektor ng ekonomya nito 
kKagaya ‘ng agrikulutura at pangisdaan. Upang, makapagbigay ng superpisyal na alternatibo, hinikayat ng 
gobyerno ang tao na mangibang bansa para sa hanap-buhay. Ito ngayon ang isa nagbibigay hanap-buhay sa 
malaking bilang ng mga tao sa arkipelago. 


Sa mga ‘unang kanta ni Yoyoy na “Nasaan ka Darling” ay sumasalamin sa karaniwang kalagayan ng mga taong 
nangingibang bansa. Gayundin ang kantang “Nasalisihan” na awitin; bagamat umiikot lang ang liriko sa 
personal na paghihirap ng mga umiibig dahil sa pagkakalayo dulot ng pangangailangan ay nagpapakita ito 
ng isang lipunang kalagayan. 


May naririnig na ring ugong ukol sa interes ng ilang tao na hirangin si Yoyoy Villame bilang “Pambansang 
Artista” (National Artist); walang masasabi. ang ‘sulatin ito patungkol diyan; ang higit na interes ng 
sulating ito ay kilalanin si Yoyoy Villame hindi lang ng kanyang henerasyon maging, ng. kasalukuyang panahon 
sa kontribusyon niya hindi lang sa musika. Ang pagpapasa niya ng impormasyon/kasaysayan sa makasining ‘na 
pamamanaan ay bahagi ng katutubong kultura ng mga komunidad sa arkipelago. 


Mas higit na kilala si Bob Marley ng mga kabataan at ng lipunan ng arkipelago sa‘tkabuuan; katulad kung 
paano mas kilala ang ibang musika kagaya ng metal, emo, punk, hardcore, rap/hiphop, at iba pa* Ito ay 
manipestasyon ng ating kawalan ng interes na balikan ang ating identidad at pagkatao kabilang ang ating 
katutubong kagawian, kultura, kaalaman at ba pa. 

‘ 


Nakatingin tayo sa kanluran bilang pamantayan ng pagsukat ng ating kaunlaran kabilang ang Kultura. May 
Pinoy Rock ba talaga o may rock na kanta at nilagyan lang ng Tagalog na liriko? Ang alam ko may kundiman, 
sonata; tula at mga katutubong awitin tayo. Ang maunlad na kultura ay may malinaw na pundasyon na mauugat 
sa yaman ng lahi mula sa iba’t-ibang komunidad sa arkipelago. Walang sentro, bagkus marami, iba-iba, ngunit 
may pagkilala sa bawat pagkakaiba at kakanyahan. 


Dapat mating tandaan na higit na,maalwan ang buhay ng ating mga ninuno noong -TAYO AY WALANG GOBYERNO AT 
SIMBAHAN, malinaw itong sinang-ayunan ni Jose Rizal sa kanya “Indulgence of the Filipino” na sulatin. 
Totoong hindi perpekto ang ating primitibong lipunan, ano ang masama, sa tattoo, pagkulay ng -ngipin, 
bahag, mangayaw at iba pa? Kung ikukumpara ang mga sistema mula sa Europa tulad ng chattel slavery, polo 
0 force labor, pagkontrol ng ating mga likas-na-yaman, pagsira ng kalikasan, diskriminasyon, kahirapan, 
mga relihiyon at dayuhang paniniwala na nagpapaigting sa pang-aapi- sa mga komunidad. 


Maiintindihan ko kung sasabihing mong higit na magaling ang sibilisado kumpara sa mga primitibo; katulad 
din kung bakit mas gusto mo ang pop, new wave, glam rock, harlem shake at classical mula sa Europa. Ito ang 
matibay na ebidensya na tayo ay disoryentado, hilo at wala sa wisyo. Kaya ang ating mga gusto, panlasa, 
Pananaw at pagpapahalaga ay nakabatay sa kabilang panig ng mundo; ito ay synthetic, plastic at hindi likas 
at natural. Pilit na tinatakpan ang mga bathala, ninuno at diwata kaya ang ating konsepto ng kaunlaran ay 
kotse,,gusali, tulay, mall, highway, baril,bomba at dolyar. 


Kung sabagay, tanggap nga natin ang salitang Pilipinas at Filipino, mga kategorya at katawagang isinalaksak 
sa atin ng Espanya; naging klas at sosyal ng ito’y maging Philippines pagdating ng Amerika, at ang higit 
na nakakagulat pa ay nililibak natin ang itim, kulot, pango at. tindig na hindi kataasan; mga katangiang 
likas) $a ating pisikal na kaanyuan. 


§ 


* 


Somebody asked: Who discovered the Philippines? 
Someone answered: Magellan. 

One could butt in: Who killed Magellan? 
Typical answer: Lapu-Lapu 

Follow-up question: Who killed Lapu-Lapu? 
Typical answer: Kusinero (Cook) 


by Bas Umali 


I.refer to this conversation as novelty. It is pop. Meaning, an 
ordinary person whether they attended school or not could relate to 
it. Surely people will have various interpretations, opinions and 
levels of appreciation to this conversation-- A conversation that 
could establish a connection. 


I am really curious to hear how exactly a Filipina/Filipino 
nationalist will expound this novelty conversation in favor to 
their idea of national pride. 


It has been five centuries since Magellan came to the Visayas. A distant past that in the context of 
millennials, can be thought of as irrelevant. ¥ 


On the other hand, we could ask the opposite: despite of its antiquity, why do people still ask such silly 
question? Perhaps this event is recognized by many as the precursor*for extensive changes that has been 
introduced\ to many communities within the imaginary boundary claimed by the Republic of the Philippines. 
(Our social setting would have been different if King Philip rejected Magellan’s proposal. 


Who discovered the Philippines? : 
A silly question. “Philippines” is not a thing to be discovered. It is not a piece of artifact that you can 
apply the finder’s keeper principle. It is absurd to believe that the Philippines is waiting to be found. 


This novelty conversation has been with us for many decades. We keep hearing this in different occasions, 
from household, to school, circlé of friends, in work places, in rural and urban communities. 
é 


Probably it is more: appropriate to ask who founded the Philippines? 

This question would want you to give particular names. 

Whenever I hear people making fun out of this question; I sense different meaning and a mischievous 
feeling. 


Why ask such question? Is. there any hidden intention? 


which led to the eStablishment of a republic. A historical period that connected many communities in 
the archipelago to the modern setting dominated by nation-states characterized by centralized social 
relationships and absolute truth along with poverty, hunger, injustice, discrimination and ecological 
destruction. 


Spain is perceived as the villain that brought sufferings to the people; it is also considered as a 
“master” who introduced the idea of civilized life. Since civilization is viewed as the benchmark of 
development; it is plausible to think that we owed Spain of our progress. 


Mainstream history is basically Eurocentric. It will inevitably treat pre-Hispanic culture and lifestyle 
as underdeveloped. Savage and retrogressive that needed ‘to be changed according to the standards of 
colonizers. That is exactly what we are now. We, challenge the negative attributes of the society\introduced 
by colonizers while invoking alternatives which is also introduced by colonizers. 


For instance, the KKK challenged the Spanish authority by asserting its, capacity to self-rule through the 
system introduced by colonizers. Revolutionary ideas carried by anti-colonization are western in origin. 


Why are we obsessed with European alternatives? Do we have no viable alternatives of our own? Do we find 
local wisdom and practice as obsolete and ineffective? 


Except Lapu-Lapu, we rarely refer to the pre-KKK uprisings. Uprisings that challenged colonial rules 
by asserting indigenous systems and re-instituting cultures. handed down by our ancestors, Like many 
resistance, pre-KKK uprisings were mostly community-based. 


Most people respect Jose Rizal’s contribution to “Filipino” struggle for freedom. But people rarely refer 


to his early works where he clearly recognized our indigenous ‘identity and described our ancestors’ systems 
as prosperous, equitable and more perfect compared to colonial rule. 


The systems of our ancestors were more humane and ecologically sustainable that was brutally destroyed 
by modernity through. the.nation-state. Ironically, we adopted nation-state framework to counter colonial 
rule. With this framework we fail. After decades of struggle, our communities continue to suffer in issues 
and problems which are alien to. us during pre-Spanish times. Despite of which, we: stilly/hold.on to the 
promise ,of nation-state that basically proved to be a failure in terms of providing equity, sustainability 
and progress. 


The novelty question is being asked constantly and spontaneously perhaps because our history is haunting 
us. The terms Philippines and Filipino are not ours. These are ideas being imposed and coercively used to 
describe and define us by our colonizers. These are the very attributes that reinforced disconnection to 
our indigenous self. These ideas made us think we are more superior to other culture. What is the need 
of superiority? To defeat and out compete other people and to undermine other’s cultural orientation? On 
what basis? Earth is ours to share; its ecological richness and services are more than enough to sustain 
the population of the planet. Poverty is an obvious result of inequitable distribution of wealth of the 
society. The competition for wealth and power fuels horrible relationship that encourage domination 
through war and elimination of cultures. 


Our own culture should be our guide in our search for self-determination. Our-self-determination is no 
justification to control people and ecology. Our ancestors’ system displays no center. They do not have 
uniformed conduct that exercise control. What they had were diverse cultural orientations that cut across 
around the archipelago and in Southeast Asia which the dynamics were facilitated by marriage, kinship, 
trade and war (panggayaw) . 


We are’hot Filipinos. We are people raised by our diverse culture. Our culture is gift from our ancestors. 
It is no perfect but it has the complete set of elements under the theme mutual-cooperation and respect. 


There is no such thing as “perfect culture”. But ours is far more humane and ecologically sound compared 
to the \nation-state and capitalism that introduced massive killing of people, destruction of culture ‘and 
destruction of the earth. There is no one big formula that could provide a single solution to the problems 
we currently confront, but at least we have the wisdom from our ancestors that provides us a framework that 
is proven to be effective and is currently utilized by existing indigenous cultures across the archipelago. 


Lapu-Ldapu’s victory is iconic. The message it conveyed it not about nation and sovereignty. It is about 
the defense of autonomy of Mactan Island. It was the struggle that followed by numerous resistance aimed 
to re-institute the indigenous set-up and.to protect their autonomy. 

The fragmentation of cultural communities should not be viewed as weakness. It represents’ freedom and 


autonomy. They have indigenous means to connect and integrate; fragmentation will only become a weakness 
if one thas the intention to control and dominate. 
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